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Abstract

Foregrounding involves a shift in positions, the words and phrases
leave their initial place at the beginning of the sentence to be replaced by
another words and phrases to fulfill a rhetorical purpose that would not be
achieved if the word had remained in its original place. The current study
i1s conducted to investigate the pragmatic functions of foregrounding in
the Glorious Qur'an. The problem of this study is that pragmatic functions
are not easily reached without having a full knowledge of the context in
which the Qur'anic ayah occurs . The study seeks to provide answers to
the following key questions : What is the notion of foregrounding in
Arabic and English ? What are the types of foregrounding in the Glorious
Qur'an ? What are the pragmatic functions of foregrounding in the
Glorious Qur'an? The study hypothesizes that the most dominant function
of foregrounding in the Glorious Qur'an is specification. The data of the
study comes mostly from two surahs namely , Al-Bagarah and Al-An'am
. An eclectic model is used , It makes use of Searle's (1979) and Leech's
(1983) classification of the illocutionary act . It is found out here that
specification is the most dominant pragmatic function in the Glorious
Qur'an. The conclusions show that the style of foregrounding and
backgrounding is frequently found in the Glorious Qur’an. Each type of
foregrounding that occurs in the Qur'anic ayahs occurs for a specific

reason or purpose to deliver a specific pragmatic function .
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