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ABSTRACT

THE METHODOLOGY OF IBN HAJAR AL-ASKALANI OF
(773-854.A.H\1371-1448.A.C) IN HIS BOOK-AL-DURAR AL-KAMENA-FI-
A'YAN AL-MEA AL-THAMENA

Ibn Hajar Al-Askalani is a great historian in the field of biographies. The
study attempts to reveal his method in writing his book Al-Durar Al- Kamena Fi
A'yan Al-Mea Al-Thamena. An investigation of biographies in his book has
revealed that Ibn Hajar Al-Askalani possessed a certain concept during Social

Elite in the creation of history.

The study constitutes four chapters. The first chapter deals with the Age
of Ibn Hajar Al-Askalani during Mamluks period in addition to his biography.

Chapter two includes the concept of history as shown by the role of
Social Elite. Here, discrepancies with previous works dealing with biographies
of eminent men have been stressed. Light has been thrown on the basis on
which the eminent persons had built their social, political and cultural position

illustrating the range of their influence on the society.

Chapter three includes information of Ibn Hajar's sources focusing
attention on the method he used in quoting from his predecessors and
contemporaries. The impact of verbal quotations and eye — witness reporting

have been examined.

Chapter four tackles the form and content of Ibn Hajar's biographies.
Size of the obituary has been taken into account. His way in presenting the
biographies and motives in his inclusion of marginal ones have also been
focused on. As for the content, the study examines the major elements of
biographies, starting with the name of the eminent personality and ending with

his death.
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