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Summary

Summary

“Human Values: A Natural Need and Civilizational Necessity in Light of a
Contemporary Intellectual and Educational Study”

This dissertation stems from an Islamic intellectual and educational perspective
that affirms human values as an extension of what is innately embedded in human
nature. Since human nature inherently inclines toward goodness, values are rooted
in this intrinsic tendency and represent goodness in behavior and social conduct.
Thus, values are both an essential human need and a foundational prerequisite for
the emergence and sustainability of civilizations. Notably, Islamic civilization
distinguished itself by grounding its value system in a divine and immutable
reference, unlike other civilizations that relied on human, relative frameworks.The
study explores the dimensions of values in terms of their definition, characteristics,
sources, and related concepts. It analyzes philosophical approaches to values,
including idealism, realism, contemporary philosophies as extensions of those
traditions, and Islamic philosophy. Additionally, the dissertation sheds light on the
concept of man and humanity, the role of innate nature (fitrah) in value formation,
and examines intellectual trends advocating for either the relativity or constancy
of values—highlighting the implications of each on educational structures, moral
standards, and societal stability.

Special focus is given to modern challenges—such as globalization, the dominance
of capitalism, and developments in artificial intelligence—and their impact on the
value system within the Islamic world. The study proposes pathways to reaffirm
authentic values in the face of these pressures, emphasizing that the divine
reference and sound human nature remain the true safeguards for the continuity
and effectiveness of human values.The research also includes an empirical
component through a field survey conducted with a sample of female students
from the College of Education for Women at the University of Mosul (both scientific
and humanities departments), aiming to measure the extent to which human
values are present among them as future educators and mentors of coming
generations.

The dissertation concludes that human values constitute an existential foundation
in human nature and an indispensable pillar for the rise and survival of civilizations.
Activating these values in alignment with divine guidance and sound nature is
essential for building a just, balanced, and realistic civilization.
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