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Abstract

Memory is that active past on which nations, peoples, and societies rely for
their existence and continuity; collective memory represents the connection that
unites the members of a nation around shared values, history, and experiences;
this in turn forms a distinctive national identity for that nation. In the absence
of this memory, the nation is exposed to the danger of the foundations of its
identity and cohesion fading away; consequently, its existence as a distinct,
independent, and unique entity becomes at stake. In this context, the role of
education emerges as one of the most important institutions of socialization that
contributes to the formation of collective memory and national identity.
Therefore, this study titled (The Formation of Memory and Identity in Israeli
Educational Curricula: Middle and Secondary Education Curricula Case Study)
explores the interrelationship between memory and identity and the mechanism
of their formation through educational curricula. It follows the mechanism of
building a unified (Israeli national memory and identity) for a distinct religious
and ethnically, culturally, historically, and geographically mixed group through
analyzing the values of memory and identity both qualitatively and
quantitatively in the content sample of (Israeli) educational curricula.

The study confirmed that the ruling (Israeli) systems worked to intensify the
presence of values that shape memory and identity in educational curricula,
with a central focus on the values of religion, place, history, and heritage in
constructing this identity and memory to fabricate a (unified national
community).

To analyze the nature or quality of these values, they were classified into
main dimensions that included the historical dimension; where the curricula
presented a narrative that solidifies the Jews' right to the land of Palestine based
on a (divine promise), portraying them as a (national group) that evolved from
a family to a people through a pivotal religious event, while their past is
presented as a continuous history of a distinctive and struggling people.
Meanwhile, the social dimension, as clarified through the curricula, shows the
adoption by successive Israeli elites in power of trends that marginalized and
erased the identity of Jewish communities and granted them a memory and
identity (Hebrew-Israeli) that reinforces religious foundations, especially under
the rule of right-wing elites. The cultural dimension in the education curricula
demonstrates that most cultural symbols in the (state) such as national holidays,
language, flag, emblem, official holidays, customs, and traditions, etc., were



derived from the Jewish religious heritage, claiming that Judaism is singular in
religion and nationhood, and thus no cultural symbol is devoid of religious
character. Meanwhile, the value-ethical dimensions represented by values of
(persecution, defense, and heroism) in the (Israeli) education curricula created
an image of (Israeli self) and the Other; based on the idea that the persecution
of Jews was a unique event in its kind, extended in time and space. In the
context of the relationship with the other (the Palestinian and the Arab), the Jew
was always superior and defending himself, being a hero and a victim in
contrast to the backward, savage, aggressive, and terrorist Arab; this led to the
creation of a confrontational identity with the other.

It was also made more clear through examining the general components of
memory and the main contents of identity via the contents of educational
curricula (Israeli), which contribute to shaping a religious identity and memory
with a confrontational tendency.



