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Abstract of the Thesis

All praise is due to Allah, who is eternally and perpetually
transcendent above the attributes of creation, eternally exalted above
change and alteration, adorned with all perfect attributes, one by one. All
creations glorify Him in their indication and utterance, bearing witness
that He is truly the worshiped One. He has invited us to reflect and
consider, introducing us to Him as the Lord uniquely beautiful and
supremely majestic. He has declared the truth, leaving no room for any
opponent in the arena of opposition. His signs have informed us that He,
the Exalted, did not create us in vain nor bring us into existence
aimlessly. Prayers and peace be upon him whom Allah sent as a mercy to
the worlds and named in the Torah as Ahmed, and with whom He sealed
the line of His prophets and messengers and named in the Qur'an as
Muhammad, and upon his family and companions, the people of piety
and guidance.

The proposed Imam is Imam Al-Muzaffar bin Abdullah bin Ali bin
Al-Hasan, Abu Al-Fath Al-Masri, Al-Shafi'i in jurisprudence, and Al-
Ash'ari in creed. As for his title, he was given the title Taqi al-Din and
became known as Al-Mugqtarih because he explicated the book "Al-
Mugtarih fi al-Mustalah fi al-Jadal" (The Proposed in Terminology of
Debate) by Sheikh Abu Mansour Muhammad bin Muhammad Al-Barawi
Al-Shafi'i. Imam Al-Mugqtarih is considered a knowledgeable and widely
informed Imam, possessing a high scientific methodology and style. He is
not merely a conveyor of what is found in scholars' books, but also a
critical and astute researcher. Observe how he combined evidence for the
world's contingency with evidence for permissibility, specification, and
change. Note how he criticized the evidence of acceptance relied upon by
many scholars to prove the attributes of hearing and sight. See how he
discussed the scholars' opinions on the issue of the creation of actions,
clarifying their specific cause as "the description of Allah," and reviewing
their sayings on the evidence for the attribute of knowledge. He revealed
the face of the evidence therein with what distinguishes it, and clarified
their objections in a style found only amidst the profound words and
allusions in the books of the discerning scholars of the later and earlier
schools, such that one comprehends it only after long contemplation. He
mentions it to you, being aware of its value, and elucidates its




preciousness and rarity so that you are keen on it and eager to examine
and benefit from it.

His book, "Al-Asrar al-Aqliyah fi al-Kalimat al-Nabawiyah" (The
Rational Secrets in Prophetic Words), is considered an important
reference for those interested in understanding the Ash'ari creed in a
concise and rigorous manner. It demonstrates the brilliance of Imam Taqi
al-Din Al-Mugtarih in Kalam (scholastic theology) and Usul al-Din
(principles of religion). His student, Abu Yahya Zakariya bin Yahya Al-
Sharif Al-Idrisi, explained it in his book "Abkar al-Afkar al-Ulwiyah fi
Sharh al-Asrar al-Aqliyah fi al-Kalimat al-Nabawiyah" (The Prime
Thoughts in Explaining the Rational Secrets in Prophetic Words.(

In his book "Al-Asrar al-Agliyah fi al-Kalimat al-Nabawiyah," Imam
Al-Mugtarih was keen on building Islamic creed upon five words derived
from the Prophet's hadith. These words are: "Subhan Allah (Glory be to
Allah), Alhamdulillah (Praise be to Allah), La ilaha illa Allah (There is
no god but Allah), Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest), and La hawla wa
la quwwata illa billah al-Ali al-Azim (There is no power or strength
except with Allah, the Most High, the Most Great)." He distinguished
himself by explaining their meanings in an easy and clear style, and from
these words, he deduced creedal principles and branches, so much so that
a student of knowledge was not satisfied with merely a summary of this
Imam's writings for obtaining principles and evidence. Rather, he
followed it with a detailed explanation of these five words in a concise,
sweet, and pleasing phrase.

Therefore, the book "Al-Asrar al-Aqgliyah fi al-Kalimat al-
Nabawiyah" is considered one of the important books, as it reflects its
author's methodology, especially his creedal approach, which constantly
influences his statements, choices, and discussions, among other things
that are not hidden. Moreover, it clarifies and elaborates, without
excessive length, many of his ideas that appeared in brief or hinted form
in his other books. The title of this thesis, "The Creedal Methodology of
Imam Al-Mugqtarih (d. 612 AH) in his book Al-Asrar al-Agliyah fi al-
Kalimat al-Nabawiyah," aimed to shed light on the path and style adopted
by the Imam in presenting his scholarly material, his discussion style in
refuting opponents, establishing evidence against them, and affirming his




creed in his choices regarding issues of Usul al-Din through the study of
his book "Al-Asrar al-Aqliyah fi al-Kalimat al-Nabawiyah".

Imam Al-Mugqtarih passed away in the year (612 AH), may Allah
have mercy on him and reward him with the best reward.




