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Abstract

Abstract

Issues of memory and identity have been one of the most prominent topics of
interest to the academic and political fields since the last quarter of the 20th century,
as the effects of the outbreak of international and civil wars, such as genocide, forced
migration, racial and ethnic persecution, it's raising a number of questions among the
cultural identities, such as (who are we?) and (who are they?). These repressive
practices have repeatedly rebuilt the sub-identity, which has been searching for its
origins in the midst of the events of the past based on the circumstances of the present,
which has made the search process selective and fragmented. It was this selectivity of
the events of the past based on the data of the present that was rebuilding sub-identities
at the height of crises and difficult circumstances to which societies were exposed,
which became known as the collective memory.

This study therefore examines the interconnection between memory and identity,
and how past and history events are employed by multiple political and social
representatives. And it shows the nature of the relationship between memory, history,
identity and the interpretations involved in each aspect. As long as memory is linked
to identity and arouses the interest and attention of political and social representatives,
these factors are directly related to the state-nation-building project. So this requires a
demonstration of the paths of the state-nation building project in democratic and
totalitarian system, how the consequences of these tracks can affect the handling of
memory and identity, and the extent to which they affect the degree of security and
community stability in these diverse societies, which in turn raises the need to
recognize the nature of the prevailing culture, the degree of institutional factor and
hierarchy in the structure of the political system, and the extent to which official and
informal institutions contribute to reducing the consequences of the emission of
collective memory and sub-identities.

Iraq 1s one of the countries that has experienced political, economic, social and
cultural instability, as a result of some irrational policies pursued by political elites
from the inception of the Iraqi state to the early 2000s. One of the most notable
consequences of instability and successive political, economic and social crises has
been the multiplicity of collective memories, sub-identities, weak national cohesion
and community integration. A crisis that plagues Iraqi society begins only and is
followed by practices that politicize sectarian memory by multiple factions in order to
achieve narrow political, personal and factional objectives, and the continuity of this
politicization and recruitment of past events has led to identical conflicts in favor of
influential groups of destinations and forces.

Perhaps the societal awareness that has resulted from these tragedies and conflicts,
the loss and expensive conflicts, and the collective memory that brings the whole Iraqi
people together in national events, raises the need to institutionalize this national
memory, forget the past of disagreement and conflict, and advocate for community
dialogue in a public space that accommodates all sub-identities and collective
memories, to dispel the stereotype and restore confidence in the different other, and
to replace the pattern of culture and traditional values prevailing with others that
inspire participation and unity, in order to build the Iraqi national memory leading to
the building of an inclusive national identity that transcends to other sub-identities.



