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Abstract

The Iraqi Ministry of Education has implemented Communicative
Language Teaching (CLT) in primary and secondary school textbooks in order
to enhance students' English language proficiency. Through the adoption of
CLT, the Ministry aims to establish an interactive and student-centred learning
environment that promotes the natural and purposeful acquisition of language
skills. However, despite these dedicated efforts, a noticeable gap in students'
English language proficiency continues to exist. The study at hand aims to
examine the intersection between language teaching policies and their practical
implementation in Iraqi EFL settings. Additionally, it examines the impact of
CLT implementation in different Iraqi settings on students' achievements and
investigates teachers' awareness, knowledge, and attitudes towards CLT
principles. Accordingly, seven hypotheses have been formulated to address the
aforementioned issue. The study sample consists of one hundred fifty randomly
selected students from various schools and educational settings, specifically
those in the fourth preparatory year, alongside thirty teachers who instruct this

specific student category during the 2021-2022 academic year.

The study applies Brown’s model of CLT as the study model and the
research methodology involves a two-phase data collection process commencing
with a pre-test to establish a baseline, followed by a post-test to assess progress
and facilitate comparative analysis. In-depth classroom observations and semi-
structured interviews with teachers provide valuable insights into the intricacies
of classroom dynamics. The observation checklist employed aligns with the
study's comprehensive model, primarily investigating the successful

implementation of CLT. Statistical analysis is applied to the collected data,



revealing the efficacy of correctly implemented CLT. The results of the
statistical analysis serve as a compelling testament to the effectiveness of
correctly implemented CLT practices. They also shed light on the significant
barriers encountered by teachers and students when striving to implement CLT
in a successful manner. These challenges encompass limited access to modern
teaching methodologies, inadequate training opportunities, a scarcity of teaching
aids within school environments, and the persistent issue of unwieldy class
sizes. In response to these obstacles, this study offers practical recommendations

tailored to address these specific challenges within the Iraqi EFL setting.
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