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Summary

Abstract

The study has tackled the topic of “Social Capital and its Impact on
Formulating Public Policies in Arab Countries: Egypt, Tunisia, and the UAE as
Case Studies.” Social capital has witnessed significant attention in various fields,
particularly in the social and political sciences across the world, including Arab
countries. Therefore, the researcher attempted in this study to conduct an in-
depth analysis of its impact on shaping public policies in Arab countries in
general, and specifically in Egypt, Tunisia, and the UAE. The study has also
examined the mechanisms through which social capital can exert influence, while

discussing the challenges it faces in this field.

Despite the differences in experience between Arab countries in general
and the three specific countries, Arab social capital tends to be similar in terms of
its influence on shaping public policies. This is evident in the prevalent culture of
submission to authority, where the ruling political elite feel qualified to formulate
public policies, with limited and subdued participation from the masses, who are

often marginalized in political matters.

The study began with the problem statement: “To what extent does social
capital influence the formulation of public policies in Arab countries?” and it was
based on the hypothesis that the massive challenges Arab people encountered
diminished their ability to utilize social capital to influence in formulating public
policies; therefore there is a need to develop mechanisms so that they can

overcome these challenges

The study employed several scientific methods, such as systems-analysis

method through which the researcher tried to analyze the influence of Arab
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people's utilization of the social capital in shaping public policies, and it also
employed descriptive methodology in tackling the nature of Arab social capital

and Arab public policies, as well as the historical approach or methodology.

To arrive at the scientific truth outlined in the problem statement and the
hypothesis, the thesis was divided into three chapters, each consisting of two
sections, with two objectives in each section. The first chapter addressed the
general theoretical framework of the terms used in the thesis, while the second
chapter researched the social capital in Arab countries and public policies. The
third chapter was dedicated to discussing Arab people's mechanisms in
employing social capital to influence the process of public policies formulation and

the challenges that they encountered in Egypt Tunisia and the UAE.

In conclusion, the study found several results, indicating a reciprocal
relationship between Arab people's capacity in utilizing social capital and the
impact in shaping public policies. The more active and conscious people's role in
this context is, the greater its influence in formulating public policies will be, and
vice versa. However, awareness and effectiveness alone are not sufficient;
conducive conditions must also be prepared for this influence; Otherwise, if there
are significant obstacles preventing the masses from overcoming them, their
ability to make influence will diminish, and this what this study has reached at

during the processes of researching.




