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Abstract

In the current study< we addressed a topic that is considered one of the
serious issues in society. We shed light on the criminal prosecution
pursued by the Iraqi legislature to combat the spread of rumors through
electronic media¢ and we compared it with the legal frameworks of the
Egyptian and Emirati laws.

Through this study¢« we have come to recognize the significant role played
by electronic media in spreading rumors and how criminals exploit them
to promote their ideas¢ which pose threats to national and societal
security. The lack of legislation regarding electronic crimes in Iraq posed
a significant challenge during our study¢ unlike the countries we
compared« where the criminal legislations addressed the danger of
electronic rumors and established laws to combat electronic crimes.
Additionally¢ there is a scarcity of sources that address criminal
prosecution of electronic rumors¢ as most studies focus on defining
rumors¢ their characteristicsc and types¢ without emphasizing the
substantive and procedural legal aspects.

Our study revealed that despite the legislative gap in Iraq concerning
electronic crimes¢ the executive authority has taken preventive measures
to confront electronic rumors and mitigate their danger to society and
individuals. Furthermore< we found that if a comprehensive law on
combating electronic crimes is enacted in Iraq¢ along with explicit
provisions to address the spread of electronic rumors¢ it would establish a
coherent legal framework to combat electronic rumors. This includes
criminalizing the behavior¢< as well as fostering collaboration between
various institutions¢ whether media or educational¢ to minimize the risks
of spreading rumors and to elucidate their peaceful impact on society.

The study was divided into three chapters. The first chapter delved into
the conceptual framework of rumors< encompassing their definition«
historical foundation« and types¢< while highlighting the role of electronic
media in their propagation. In the second chapter< we explored the
criminal prosecution of electronic rumors within the context of
substantive legal principles. The third chapter examined the criminal
prosecution of electronic rumors within the context of procedural legal

principles and executive authority measures.
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