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Eucypris dulcifons, Heterocypris salina, Cypridopsis vidua, Cypridopsis
sp., Potamocypris fallax, Potamocypris variegata, Candona angulata,
Candona sp., Candoniella sp., Ilyocypris sp., Cyprideis sp.,
Limnocythere staplini, Limnocythere sp., Paralimnocythere compressa,

Neomonoceratina sp., Cytherella sp.
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Abstract

Quaternary Ostracoda of southern Iraq (Mesopotamian area) have
been investigated from thirty subsurface samples of four boreholes and
thirty five surface samples of Al-howar localites. Fourty five Ostracode
species are identified, of which sixteen species recorded for the first time
from Iraq, twenty nine Ostracode species recorded previously from Iraq
and other adjacent regions such as; India, Kuwait, Jordan and Arabian
Gulf. On the basis of the Ostracode distribution and their relationships with
ecological factors in particular the salinity, three ecofacies are proposed in
the studied area, these are:

1- Ecofacies 1 (Oligohaline) :

Salinity 0.5-5 %o fresh water Ostracode assemblages :

Cyprinotus  salinus, Hemicypris dentatomarginata ,Candona
compressa, Candona neglecta, Candona sp., Candoniella simpsoni,
Candoniella wanlessi, Ilyocypris gibba, Darwinula stevensoni,
Darwinula cylendrica, Limnocythere inopinata

In addition to the presence of Cyprideis torosa which is

characterised by thick noded shell indicated fresh water salinity.
2- Ecofacies 2 (Mesohaline) :

Salinity 5-18%e barckish water Ostracode assemblages. This ecofacies
represented by the high abundance of Cyprideis torosa wich include high
percentage of non-noded slightly pitted valves , associated with some fresh

water species.
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3- Ecofacies 3 (Polyhaline ) :

Salinity 18-30 % : This ecofacies characterise with high abundancy
of complete non-noded Cyprideis torosa with slightly smooth valves, in
addition to the following species :

Hemicytheridea reticulata, Hemicytheridea paiki, Neomonoceratina
iniqua, Loxoconcha (Loxoconcha) gurneyi, Loxoconcha (Loxoconcha)
indica, Tyrrhenocythere amnicola, Cytherella sp.

From palaeogeographical view point and the raletion to the abjacent

regions, one can proposed the migratory routes from India towards Arabian

Gulf directed toward Mesopotamian basin.



