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< Abstract >>

Abstract:

This dissertation investigates the manuscript Al-Qanun al-
Wadih fi ‘llm al-Bayzara (The Clear Law in the Science of
Falconry) by Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Kutubi, known as al-
Watwat (d. 718 AH / 1318 CE), a prominent scholar of the
eighth Hijri century during the Mamluk period. The manuscript
represents one of the rare and significant works in the science
of falconry (bayzara), combining scientific knowledge with
historical documentation, and has not previously been
subjected to critical scholarly editing.

The study aims to describe the general structure and
internal organization of the manuscript, analyze the author’s
methodological approach to the treatment of birds of prey—
particularly in diagnosing and curing their diseases—and assess
the extent to which he relied on earlier authoritative sources. It
also highlights the material and codicological features of the
surviving manuscript copy, emphasizing its historical and
scholarly value.

The research adopts both the historical method, tracing
the development of falconry from its early origins through its
maturation as a specialized discipline, and the descriptive-
analytical method, examining the content of the manuscript to
clarify its scientific concepts, terminology, and practical
applications. Through comparison with earlier and
contemporary works on falconry, the study situates the
manuscript within the broader intellectual and cultural context
of the Mamluk era.

The dissertation concludes that Al-Qanun al-Wadih fi ‘llm
al-Bayzara constitutes a valuable contribution to Arab-Islamic
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scientific heritage, reflecting a high level of empirical

observation and methodological awareness. By producing a
verified critical edition of the text, this study seeks to preserve
an important aspect of Islamic scientific tradition and to make it
accessible to modern scholarship.
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