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Abstract

Civilizational Aspects in Africa in the Book "Al-Mu'nis" by
Ibn Abi Dinar (d. 1110 AH / 1698 CE)

Mohammed Daoud Dhannoon A. P. Dr. Ahlam Salih Wahab

This study aims to extract and elucidate the civilizational aspects
reflected in the pages of the book "Al-Mu'nis fi Akhbar Ifriqgiya wa Tunis"
by its author, Ibn Abi Dinar. Despite the book's historical and narrative
nature, it contains clear indications of diverse civilizational aspects. Al-
Mu'nis's book provides glimpses into administrative organization through
its mention of important cities and its description of their administration
and governing systems. It also mentions social and economic aspects
through references to customs and traditions, and its mention of markets
and goods. Furthermore, it touches upon urban and scientific aspects
through its references to mosques, palaces, cities, and other prominent
landmarks, as well as its mention of the scholars of Ifriqiya.

The study has been divided into an introduction, a preface, and four
chapters, in addition to a conclusion and appendices. The preface is
dedicated to introducing Ibn Abi Dinar, his era, his scholarly upbringing
leading to his death. The first chapter addresses the methodology of the
book, as well as its sources and resources. While the second chapter dealt
with administrative aspects, while the third chapter focuses on
civilizational aspects (social and economic). The fourth chapter examines
civilizational aspects (urban and scientific).

The study concludes with the significance of Ibn Abi Dinar's
"Al-Mu'nis," as it is considered a primary source, if not the sole source,
for the eventful period of the eleventh century AH / seventeenth century
CE, particularly the late Hafsid era. This has made it a fundamental
source for later historians, most notably the vizier Al-Sarraj (d. 1149 AH /
1737 CE), author of "Al-Halal Al-Sundusiyya," and Ibn Abi al-Diyaf (d.
1292 AH / 1874 CE), author of "Ithaf Ahl al-Zaman." "Al-Mu'nis" is
considered one of the important sources upon which they relied in
documenting the final period of the Hafsid era.
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