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ABSTRACT

This study examines the concept of modesty in Andalusian poetry, taking Nafh al-Tth
min Ghusn al-Andalus al-Rattb wa Dhikr Wazivihd Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib by Abii
al-‘Abbas al-Maqqart al-Tilimsani (d. 1041 AH) as a representative case study. The
choice of this work is justified by its status as one of the most comprehensive literary
encyclopedias documenting Andalusian poetry across different historical periods,
while also recording significant aspects of Andalusian intellectual, social, and moral
life. The research aims to uncover the manifestations of modesty as a fundamental
ethical and human value in Andalusian poetic discourse, to analyze the artistic imagery
and expressive techniques employed by poets to articulate this value, and to explore
the motivations behind its prominence, as well as its influence on the structural and
aesthetic formation of the Andalusian poem.

The significance of this study lies in its focus on an ethical and value-based dimension
that has often been overlooked in Andalusian literary studies, which have traditionally
emphasized purely aesthetic, rhetorical, and stylistic aspects. This research
demonstrates how modesty functioned as a central component in shaping the
Andalusian poet’s moral consciousness and artistic vision of both the self and society,
despite the widespread perception of Andalusian poetry as being dominated by themes
of amusement, sensuality, and moral permissiveness. Accordingly, the study
investigates how poets employed modesty as a superior moral value in praising virtues,
depicting chastity and purity, expressing moral restraint, and distancing the poetic self
from vice, while simultaneously using poetry as a medium for ethical exhortation.
Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, based on close
textual analysis of selected poetic passages cited in Nafh al-Tib, in order to elucidate
their aesthetic, cultural, and ethical implications. The research also draws on
contemporary critical frameworks, including discourse-context analysis, cultural
studies, the examination of underlying cultural patterns, and the analysis of non-verbal
expression as reflected in poetic language, all of which contribute to a deeper
understanding of the implicit moral orientations embedded in the text.

The thesis is structured into an introduction, a theoretical preface, and three main
chapters. The preface defines modesty from both linguistic and terminological
perspectives, discusses its types, clarifies its distinction from related concepts such as
shyness and chastity, and outlines its moral status in Islamic scripture, namely the
Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah. It also provides an overview of Nafh al-Tib and its
author, in addition to a brief account of the social and historical context of al-Andalus.
The first chapter examines manifestations of modesty in panegyric poetry, the second
focuses on modesty in Andalusian love poetry, while the third explores its
representation across various poetic genres. The study concludes with a summary of
the principal findings, followed by a comprehensive list of sources and references.

The study concludes that modesty constituted a structurally and thematically
significant element in Andalusian poetry, contributing to the enrichment of the poetic
experience and endowing it with a profound ethical and humanistic dimension that
reflects the Andalusian poet’s ability to balance aesthetic sensibility with moral values.




