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Abstract

The Islamic Mashriq in the second half of the fifth century A.H./ the
Eleventh century A.D. witnessed cultural, social, and political developments
which influenced the course of Islamic state in different aspects of life.
These developments were represented in the Seljuk migration to the
countries of the Arab Mashriq and Asia Minor, and the establishment of the
Seljuk authority and its decline later on. After that, the Europeans decided to
occupy of the Arab Mashriq through numerous campaigns which were

known as crusade wars.

Those great events influenced, in one way or another, in causing a
change in the existing social structure and the ruling political class. In fact,
they brought new forces and the emergence of other Islamic forces which
adopted specific sects. These events, especially the crusade wars, also
produced a culture which spread in the Islamic world, the culture of Jihad
and resistance. Such culture was a direct reaction to the crusade occupation
of a part of Bilad Al-Sham. Thus, the culture of Jihad and resistance as
though and practice was bolstered by the Zankis and then by the al-
Ayyubis. Those Muslim rulers who assumed authority and rule in Arab
countries led the nation to achieve great victories to get rid of that dangerous
stage. Those rulers who melted in the crucible of Islamic Arab civilization
could not achieve this without the Arab countries which supported them
religiously and materialistically. As a matter of a fact, the Shafi‘s made
great contributions in the events of that period, and they played a significant
role at political, intellectual , spiritual and military levels. They were the
right and of the Zanki and Ayyubi families in fostering authority in Bilad Al-

Sham and strengthening their ranks against their common enemy. Therefore,

A



this study aims at shedding light on the significant role of the Shafi‘s and
their influence on that period through the efforts exerted by Ulama, princes,

administrators at the political, administrative and military levels.

The significance of the study lies in the fact that there is no previous
study which dealt with the Shafi's as a sect, examining their political,

administrative , military and even cultural roles.

The dissertation is organized around two parts which suit the content
and the plan, a matter which prevents it from being divided into chapters.
Therefore, it has two parts. The first part deals with the political role of the
Shafi‘s in the Zanki and Ayyubi ages. This part is divided into three
chapters. The first chapter examines with their political role in the Zanki
age. The second chapter is devoted to handling with their political role of in
the al-Ayyubi state the reign of the sultan Salahuddin. The last chapter

handles their role under the rule of kings who succeeded Salahuddin al-

Ayyubi.

The second part, on the other hand, discusses their administrative and
military in the two ages, and it is divided into three chapters. The first
chapter tackles their role in religious jobs. The second chapter explores their

role in general jobs. Finally, chapter three examines their military role.
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