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Abstract

Accordingly, the research aimed to answer the following question: What is
the effect of an educational program based on the two modes of mental and
sensory arousal in developing cognitive and perceptual curiosity among
preparatory school students?

To achieve the goal, the researcher formulated the following null
hypotheses:

The main hypothesis: "There is no significant difference at (0.05) level of
significance between the means of developing perceptual curiosity and cognitive
among the subjects of the research groups according to the variables; group, gender
and the interaction between them."

The main research sample (experimental and control) consists of (134) male
and female students distributed among (4) groups; two experimental groups, the
first is for males, of (35) students, and the second is for females, of (32) students.
while the two control groups includes (33) male students in the first group, and the
second is for female students of (34), from secondary and preparatory schools for
the displaced people in Erbil Governorate. To achieve the goal of the research, the
researcher construct a tool for measuring cognitive and perceptual curiosity, which
consists of (40) situations with four choices ranging from the best (the most
curious) to the least (less curious), and the researcher verified the face, structural
and subjective validity of the tool, as well as verifying the reliability of the tool by
two methods. The first is test-re-test and its reliability factor reached (0.83) and the
second by using the alpha-Cronbach Equation, whose reliability coefficient
reached (0.84). The researcher also prepared an educational program based on the
two modes of mental and sensory arousal, consists of (16) lessons. The face
validity of the program is extracted and the program obtained the support of most
experts and arbitrators.



The data were statistically treated using the Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS), which includes a set of statistical methods, namely (t-Test) for
two independent samples, the Pearson Correlation Coefficient, the alpha-Cronbach
Equation, and (t-test) for one sample, the chi-square, the analysis of one-way and
two-way variance, the (Scheffet) test and the size of the effect. .

The researcher finds the following results:

There was an improvement in the students' responses to the research tool
(cognitive and perceptual curiosity) among subjects of the two experimental
groups.

There is a statistically significant difference among the subjects of the research
groups between the means of developing cognitive and perceptual curiosity and in
favor of the experimental group to which it was applied (the educational program).

There is an influence of the gender variable in the development of cognitive and
perceptual curiosity in favor of males.

There is an interaction effect between the group and the gender and in favor of the
experimental group.

The researcher reaches number of conclusions, including the effectiveness of
the prepared educational program in developing cognitive and perceptual curiosity
among preparatory school students. Number of recommendations are made to
invest in modern educational technologies, including tablets, smart phones, and a
smart board and to use them to arouse students’ curiosity. Number of proposals
have been submitted, including conducting studies to reveal cognitive and
perceptual curiosity among students of other academic stages and working on its
development, and conducting comparative studies of the patterns of superior
stimulation in the different academic stages among distinguished and ordinary
students in developing cognitive and perceptual curiosity.
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