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Abstract

The books of the Arab-Islamic geographic heritage represent the
products of Arab geographers and travelers through their many trips that
they made and documented through them the multiple observations that
resulted from their visit to many places, so cities have great importance in
the course of human history and the development of its civilization, and
cities have, since their inception, been a center of prosperity and growth.
Human civilization, and when travelers traveled between cities for
commercial or other purposes, they got to know the Iraqi cities they visited
and described their locations and geographical nature as well as their
importance in terms of size and its relationship to the site The geographical,
not to mention the identification of city planning processes, in which the
natural geographical foundations had an important role, and as a result of
the originality of those geographical observations because they represent
the values of Arab-Islamic civilization, it was necessary to stop at one of
the most important travelers, which 1s Yaqoot Al-Hamawi, and focus on
his book (Dictionary of Countries) on which I relied The study as a primary
resource. Yaqut Al-Hamwi lived in the seventh century AH and died in the
city of Aleppo in the year (626 AH / 1228 CE). Therefore, this study came
to study the natural characteristics of Iraqi cities and their relationship to
the study of city planning with a geographical perspective, and the most
important characteristic of those cities in terms of natural and human
geographical characteristics, as well as a study His trips and results The
consequences of it, especially with regard to Iraqi cities. The study relied
on the descriptive approach in analyzing the conditions for selecting city
sites, and the conditions for planning the sites for these cities, as mentioned

by Yaqut Al-Hamwi in the dictionary of countries.



The study was divided into four chapters, the first chapter came
under the title Yaqoot Al-Hamawi and the geographical dictionaries, and
the second chapter was devoted to the study of local characteristics and the
natural function of cities in the country’s dictionary. Natural geography in

lexicon of countries.

The study reached many conclusions, the most prominent of which
is the ability of Yaqoot Al-Hamawi to review the cities of Iraq with a
distinctive painting that revealed the natural geographic image and the
movement of prosperity and renaissance of Arab-Islamic cities and the
living witness to the creativity and purpose of geographical information

presented by Yaqut Al-Hamwi, in which he had an abundant half.
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