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Abstract

Praise be to Almighty Allah and peace and blessings be upon His
messenger Mohammed peace and blessings be upon him, his family
members and companions.

The story is a rhetorical formulation with its unique stylistic and
narrative characteristics that are manifested in its active presence on the
level of literature. The story was featured with being and began as a genre
because it a real creation with a fictional nature. We do admit, as many
did before us, that the story is news telling and a narrative textile which is
characterized with being very particular in terms of abbreviating the
speech and then transforming the speech into actions. Moreover, we
should not ignore the occasional sequence of the events on the level of
the content. Therefore, the story is the way of narration, or telling about
an incident and the narration is the result of the well-known net that
includes the characters, the time, place and the events. The narrative
structure (which is the code that governs the narration and its
components) and the juxtaposition of the relations net (i.e. the relations
amongst the story, narration, the narrated text and the speech) is
considered a tool for discovering the components of the of the narration
structure and the relation that connects a certain component with the rest
of the components.

The thesis comprised three chapters preceded by a preface. The
preface tackled the concept of structure and the construction, defined
narration and the critics' points of view concerning the narration.
Moreover, the researcher reviewed the reason behind the track of the
western critics including the Russian formalists' opinions such as
Todorov, Gerald Prince and Gerard Genette. For the Arab critics, the

researcher quoted from the opinions of Salah Fadhl, Abdullah Ibrahim
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and Saeed Yagqteen. The preface was concluded by the innovation of the
story writer May Mudhaffar including her poetic and fictional works
which were translated into English.

Chapter one involved the character patterns as the characters of
May Mudhaffar were of different types including the main, secondary
and the marginal characters. Therefore, there was a density of various
characters in the most of the stories. Moreover, chapter one tackled the
details of the characters through the names description of the of those
characters in addition to the places. From the description of the character,
two parts emerged:

- The description of the character internally.
- The description of the character externally.

Then the dialogue was investigated in terms of the character details

and the dialogue comprised two parts also:
- The direct dialogue (internal).
- The indirect dialogue (external).

Chapter two studied the space and it included two sections. The
first section dealt with time in temporal differentiation and that was done
by means of the flashback and the proactive techniques. Then the
narration techniques were also investigated including accelerating the
narration by means of the summarization technique in addition to the
omission and inactivation of the narration through the dialogue scene and
the description pause. Whilst in the second section, we see the spatial
polarization in May Mudhaffar's texts in terms of the dualities (the
intimate place), unfamiliar place, real place, imaginary place, the internal
and the external places. The particularities of each place were presented
in details.

Chapter three involved three topics. The first topic is the narrator,

which was defined and the narrator's types in May Mudhaffar's short




