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Abstract

Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and may peace and blessings
be upon His faithful Messenger Muhammad (Peace be upon him) and
upon his good and pure family and companions.

The attention of researchers and scholars in their topics has
focused on the political, military, geographical and economic conditions
of Al-Andalus from the beginning of the Islamic conquest of Al- Andalus
until the fall of Granada, avoiding detailed discussion about Andalusian
urban. Even those studies that dealt with urban were not chronological
and they focused on specific selected works, which led to clear
shortcomings in this aspect of the urban research. Perhaps, this is due to
the fact that ancient historians provided their information about the works
of architecture and construction briefly, and with short references
between the folds of their books.

Our choice of the subject of the study came as an affirmation of the
importance of the urban aspect which expresses the authenticity of the
peoples in any region they live, and the extent of progress and
sophistication they have reached. The Muslim Arabs in Andalusia
established a material civilization that remained solid throughout the ages
at a time when Europe was buried in the darkness of ignorance and
backwardness.

The researcher used the descriptive and analytical method in this
study when dealing with the urban achievements of Arab Muslims in
Andalusia. This study relied on the most reliable historical and
geographical books of historians who were distinguished by scientific
honesty in transmitting information to maintain the sobriety of the study.

The study was divided into an introduction and four chapters, the
first chapter (Urban expansion in Al-Andalus in the era of the
governors and the Umayyad emirate), dealt with the architecture of
mosques during the era of the governors in various Andalusian cities as
well as the renewal of that great arch built by the governor Al Samah bin
Malik Al Khawlani in the city of Cordoba. In addition to castles, forts and
towers that were built in order to consolidate the feet of Muslims,
especially that the conquest of new cities is still ongoing. The period of



the Umayyad Emirate included very important architectural works, as
each Umayyad prince had his clear imprints in construction and
architecture, especially the architecture of cities, mosques, palaces,
arches, parks, castles and forts. The rule of each prince and the urban
expansion that happened during his region were covered in this chapter.

The second chapter included (Urban expansion in Al-Adalus in
the era of the Umayyad Caliphate), which represents the golden age of
Al-Andalus. The Caliph Abdul Rahman Al-Nasser built mosques and the
royal city known as Al-Zahra, added to the expansion of the city of Al-
Muriya and building of the city of Salem. In addition to the various
architectural work he established in various Andalusian cities. The
chapter also dealt with the urban achievements of the Caliph Al-Hakam
Al-Mustansir, especially the expansion of the Masjid Aljama in Cordoba
and the renewal of the Qurtuba Arch, as well as the various architectural
works throughout Al-Andalus. In addition to the achievements of Al-
Hajib Al-Mansour bin Abi Amer, especially building mosques and his
construction of the city of Zahra, which competed with Al-Nasir 1i-Din
Allah’s city Al-Zahra in its greatness in terms of architecture, in addition
to that, a variety of remarkable architectural works.

The third chapter came to include (The urban expansion in Al-
Adalus in the era of the states of the Taifas, the Almoravids and the
Almohads), which dealt with the states that had architectural
achievements in particular and according to the importance of the work of
each state. The talk about the Almoravids came in two types: the first is
civil architecture and the second is military architecture. This
classification is according to the information found in the historical
sources, which mentioned architectural projects for the Almoravids.
These historical sources mentioned the information without referencing to
the referring to the one who is responsible for it. And such the researcher
was compelled to present them in this way without presenting them in the
form of urban works for each ruler, in order to preserve the consistency of
historical events.

While the fourth chapter focused on (Urban expansion in
Andalusia on the era of the Kingdom of Granada). It dealt with civil
architecture in terms of establishing mosques, constructing palaces and
royal halls and constructing various facilities, as well as military
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architecture in its various aspects, such as castles, forts, walls, towers,
doors and corners. The researcher chose the method of writing this
chapter, because the urban works of the Sultans of Granada were
intertwined in building their palaces in one location, which makes
separating these great works from each other according to their builders
very difficult due to the lack of historical sources that dealt with this
aspect, and thus the loss of unity and coordination of presenting
wonderful urban achievements.

Finally, the study concluded with the most important results, with
explanatory appendices of the most prominent landmarks and urban
facilities that the Arab Muslims built in that spot, or those facilities which
they added and expanded. Some of those facilities are still lofty to this
day. In addition to some maps showing the extent of urban expansion
which occurred in Al-Andalus in its various historical eras.

The study included a manuscript, a list of primary sources,
secondary references (Arabic and Translated to Arabic), foreign books, as
well as journals, dissertations, theses, and others.

In conclusion, I would like to express my sincere thanks and praise
to the respected members of the discussion committee, chairperson, and
members of the discussion. I am thankful for them for their attendance
and for bearing the trouble of reading this study and correcting the
mistakes made in it, wishing that I had succeeded in communicating the
greater part of the historical truth of this study. I ask God for guidance
and repayment, and praise be to God, Lord of the worlds ... Peace be
upon you and God's mercy and blessings.
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