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Abstract 

This study began with a theoretical approach based on systems analysis in the 
study of political systems. These systems are considered interactive frameworks that 
transform social inputs—demands and support for sub-identities—into political 
outputs. The core of these outputs is the distributive function, embodied in 
distributive policies. Disruptions in the performance of these policies lead to 
imbalances within the political system, and depending on the level of disruption, 
these imbalances can lead to an escalation of conflict and identity-based violence. 

This study examined the relationship between the distributive function of the 
political system and the problem of identity-based violence in Arab societies, 
focusing on Sudan as a primary model. The disparities within Arab societies stem 
from imbalances in distributive policies, which have created a gap between demands 
and distributive performance, thus fueling identity-based violence. Therefore, it was 
necessary to address the questions of how the distributive function of Arab political 
systems is linked to identity-based violence, the mechanism of this link, and the 
extent of the relationship between these two variables in Sudan, considering the 
internal and external challenges affecting this function and its connection to identity-
based violence. This was based on the assumption that the performance of political 
systems  The more effective and just the Arab system is, the fewer the chances of 
this phenomenon emerging, while failure in this function increases its occurrence 
and exacerbation. The study concluded that the hypothesis is correct and that the 
distributive function constitutes the cornerstone of the stability of societies, and that 
there is a circular relationship between the two variables. The study concluded that 
identity-based violence in Arab societies was not caused by ethnic and cultural 
diversity, but rather by these systems’ failure to manage the affairs of this diversity 
through distributive policies that lack justice and transparency, under the tyranny of 
an elite over power and rentier resources that it distributes according to a clientelist 
pattern based on favoritism. The study briefly explained the policies of some Arab 
states’ systems that neglected distributive justice and reproduced the structural 
imbalances that were revealed by the Arab Spring. The study concludes that identity-
based violence in Sudan is not a natural result of ethnic or cultural diversity, but 
rather a direct reflection of the failure of the political system to perform its 
distributive function at different stages, which plunged Sudan into a civil war that 
may end with the fragmentation of Sudan. 


