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Abstract

This study aims to explore the purpose of description and its role in shaping
the features of characters in the poetry of love during the Umayyad era. This
genre of poetry had a unique quality that distinguished it from other poetic
themes of that period. It vividly depicted the external and internal traits of the
characters. This type of poetry combines elements of the old with modern

techniques, showcasing a natural blend in the poetry.

The study employs an analytical approach to description, as love poetry
possesses a unique quality that enabled it to dominate during that era. It
encompasses various forms of dialogue and storytelling at times, with a
prominent focus on the depiction of the characters' features as portrayed by the
poets. This poetry is considered a significant evolution in the concept of love

poetry in Arabic literature.

The thesis includes an introduction, a preface, two chapters, and a
conclusion. The preface addresses the key concepts of the study, including
description, characters, and love poetry. The first chapter discusses the external
dimensions of the characters in three sections. The first section studies the
description of the characters’ appearances, focusing on the "self" character, the
"other" character (mirror), and the secondary characters, both positive and
negative. The second section explores the description of the characters' settings,
while the third section examines the description of the times in which the

characters lived.

The second chapter also includes three sections. The first section focuses
on the Emotional and Psychological Dimension, the second section studies the
social dimension, and the third section explores the dramatic dimension of the

characters in terms of events and dialogue.




The research concluded with a set of findings, the most important of which

arc:

The integration of modern techniques with the traditional purpose of poetry
gave it valuable significance. It came to explain, clarify, and depict the
characters in their initial stages, transitioning the elements of poetic text from
the purity of literary genre to an intersection with other genres. Poets paid great
attention to portraying the features and nature of each character in their poetic
stories, demonstrating their deep understanding of the human psyche and its

emotions through their descriptions of the characters' traits.

Moreover, the significant development in poetry not only addressed
external features but also delved into the inner self—the human soul—and its
thoughts and impressions, influenced by the surrounding environment and the
teachings of Islam. These teachings affected the characters and were shaped by
the new, concise reasoning intertwined with Islamic beliefs. These were tied
together in the poet's imagination in a way that might elude the minds of

ordinary people.
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