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Abstract

While the Umayyad poem in al-Akhtal al-Taghlibi's work reigns
supreme in eloguence and artistic dignity, a genuine narrative spirit
emanates from its folds. This spirit was not born of contemporary
theorizing, but rather of an innate talent that fused reality with
imagination and event with emotion. This study tries to elucidate
the narrative features in his poetic output, employing a descriptive-
analytical approach to reread the ancient text using the tools of
contemporary narrative analysis, thus revealing the narrative
structure concealed behind the grandeur of the classical Arabic
verse.

To approach these features in a way that encompasses their
movement, space, and techniques, the study is structured into an
introduction and three chapters. The first chapter examines the
dynamics of narrative by observing the fusion of character and
event, and how the praised figure or the poetic self transforms into
semantic poles that drive the action and create dramatic
transformation. The second chapter explores the narrative space in
its temporal and spatial dimensions, revealing al-Akhtal's skill in
manipulating the temporal paradox between recalling past glories
and preemptively threatening his adversaries, as well as shaping the
setting as a narrative agent that oscillates between familiarity and
hostility. The third chapter focuses on narrative techniques,
analyzing dialogue in its two forms: external and internal
(monologue), which exposes the inner struggles of the self in the
face of death and poverty, and description, which serves as an
artistic restraint in constructing the foundations of the setting and
embodying material and moral values.
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The study yielded significant findings, most notably the emergence
of a pattern of universal humanism in al-Akhtal's poetry, and his
remarkable ability to adapt narrative to serve tribal and political
ideology. This demonstrates that narrative was not merely a prosaic
element in his poetry, but rather an integral aesthetic and structural
pillar.

Keywords: Narrative, al-Akhtal, Character, Event, Narrative Space,
Dialogue, Description
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