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The current study aims at investigating English as a foreign language
university students’ activation of causal antecedent and goal inferences.
More specifically, the purpose of the study has been to examine the
activation of causal antecedent and goal inferences in relation to during and
after reading completion variables.

This study is carried out with three hypotheses in mind to guide the
research, they are: (1) “there are no statistically significant differences
between EFL University students’ mean scores of activating goal inferences
in the during-reading phase compared to their mean scores in the after-
reading completion phase”, (2) “there are no statistically significant
differences between EFL University students’ mean scores of activating
causal antecedent inferences in the during-reading phase compared to their
mean scores in the after-reading completion phase”, and (3) “there are no
statistically significant differences between EFL University students’ mean
scores of activating goal inferences in both during and after-reading
completion phases compared to their mean scores of activating causal
antecedent inferences in both during and after-reading completion phases”.

To examine the validity of these hypotheses, a sample of (60)
participants is randomly selected from the third level at the department of

English/ College of Basic Education/ University of Mosul. This sample has
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been asked to participate in a test designed to activate causal antecedent and
goal inferences by using question and answer relationship strategy.

Some statistical means have been utilized to analyze the data collected
out of the test in the current study, such as calculated mean, the standard
deviation, and T-Test for independent samples. The main findings of the
study have revealed that there are significant differences between the
activation of causal antecedent and goal inferences in relation to during and
after-reading completion variables. In addition, the study has shown that
students are more successful in the activation of causal antecedent inferences
than goal inferences. Thus, the study ended with some recommendations and
suggestions which mirrors the need to develop inference activation strategy

into the college curriculum.
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