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Abstract

In the course of a decade, the Turkish internal politics have
been undergone a number of political, economic and social
developments that influenced the political process and decision-
making in a number of ways. Although this subject has been
repeatedly addressed by many researchers, it remains an important
input to understand the nature of the developments and events that
have taken place in Turkey since then.

Our thesis is intended to give a detailed and analytical study for
the decade of the 1990s, which usually known as the Lost decade. It
takes five chapters ordered chronically:

The first chapter dedicated to the beginning of the 1990s,
which began with the government of the first female to take the
post of prime minister in the history of Turkey, Tansu Ciller, who
took the forefront and attention of the Turkish and Western media
circles as she possessed several qualifications and impressed the
segments of society. But after six months of rule she targeted to
severe criticism; Her mistakes and failures and hasty decisions
undermine its credibility and became undesirable figure for
supporters both military and political circles alike, nevertheless she
remained an active player in the political game to abandoning the
leadership of the True Path party after the loss of the elections of
November 2002.

The second chapter is devoted to talk about the rise of the
Islamists and the formation of the first Islamic government in
modern Turkey represented by the government of the Welfare
Party, which won the parliamentary elections in 1995. The party
wanted to go forward and assume an influential role in the Turkish
political life, but the secular and military forces were not ready to
do so. The two other great parties i.e. the motherland Party and the



True Path Party, managed to form coalition government, but that
alliance did not last long because of the personal rivalries between
their leaders Mesut Yalmaz and Ciller. This paved the way for The
Islamic stream to take opportunity to advance itself as an
alternative. The solution was to form a government with r Tansu-
Ciller. After only one year, the secular and military forces succeed
to overthrow the besieged government. The Prime Minister
Necmettin Erbakan was forced to submit his resignation. The
process was known in the political literature as a "postmodernism
coup d etat."

The third chapter was devoted to the aftermath of Refah
government and the return of secularists. A new government
formed by Mesut Yulmaz under the conditions of the military
leaders. Its main aim is to remove any traces of the Islamists by
implementation of the demands of the February 28, 1997 and
drying finical resources of Islamists. Soon the accusations of
corruptions affected the Prime Minister and crippled his tenure in
rule then his government fall in January 1999.

The fourth chapter concentrated on the fifth government of
Bulent Ecevit the leader of the lift democratic Party which marked
with two main accidents: the arrest of PKK leader Abdulla Ocalan
and the problem raised after the precluding of MP Merve Kavakg¢i
from taking her oath in the swear-in ceremony by members of the
Democratic Left Party due to her headscarf.

Chapter Five handled the most important political crises
during the eve of the new millennium, such as the choice of a
president of the republic and the different visions between the
government and the republican presidents to deal with several
issues, including combating corruption and economic collapse.
Also, the banning of the virtue party although it had more than one
hundred members in the parliament.



With the downfall of the Ecevit, Turkey entered a new era; The
newly established Justice and Development Party representing a very
different type of political parties. It started a long-termed government
with a one party dominant on the legislative and executive powers.

Lastly, we conclude this thesis with an epilogue compassing the
main results of this broad and analytical survey of the Turkish political
life.
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