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Abstract

Image schema is a cognitive framework or idea that aids in the organization
and interpretation of data. The mental picture is used to depict a framework, plan,
or context. The present study deals with a cognitive approach to the study of image
schema in English short stories. The primary purpose of this study is to determine
whether or not image schema influences the comprehension of English narrative
discourse. We have attempted to demonstrate the conceptual significance of the
image schema that develops as a result of our contact with distinct things in the
environment, most notably our own bodies. The modal adopted in this study is
built on the basis of models suggested by Jhonson(1987: 126), Lakoff(1987: 271-
275), Pena(2003: 200), and Croft and Cruse(2004: 45). Data collection is based on
two short stories, The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter and the stormchaser
by Adam Marek and analyzing them pragmatically. In this study, the data is
analyzed according to nine variables which are, Container, Path, Link, Force,

Balance, Part-Whole, Centre-Periphery, Cycle, Up-Down.

The study arrives at some findings that the ‘container schema’ in both stories
was equivalent, whereas ‘path schema’ in the second short story “stormchaser”
was greater than the first” The Tale of Peter Rabbit”. Furthermore, the ‘link
schema’ was also equivalent in the two short stories. ‘Balance schema’ was
different in the two short stories. ‘cycle schema’ was varied in the first and the
second story.‘center-periphery’ was equivalent in the two short stories. On the
other hand, ‘force schema’ in the second story was greater than the first, and

‘up/down schema’ in the first story was less than the second.



The most common variables that are used in the two short stories are ¢ force

and up/down schema’.

At the end of this study, there are some suggestions and recommendations for any

later possible researches.
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