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ABSTRACT

Political interviews serve specific purposes, including gathering
information and holding politicians accountable for their political
statements and decisions. Yet, there has been little work done on how Arab
political leaders establish discoursal agency in political interviews,
especially in the context of the Arab Spring, as well as in restricting
Western discourse to speech instead of interviews. To fill this gap, the
current study examines how politicians utilize language to create
discoursal agency, manage power and ideology within interviews, and
influence public opinion as well as political narratives in relation to
democracy. It is hypothesized that discoursal agency is formed through
linguistic strategies shaped by power relations, which vary across different
political and cultural contexts, and influence audience assessments of
credibility. The data consists of three political interviews (Hamad Bin
Jasim (Qatar, Y+)Y) on Qatar and the Arab Spring; Mouncif Marzouki
(Tunisia, Y+Y)) on the Arab Spring and Tunisia’s future; Bashar Al-
Assad(Syria, Y+Y) about Syria’s political position. To analyze this data,
the study employs a qualitative critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach,
utilizing Fairclough’s (Y3499) three-dimensional model to examine how
political actors utilize language to express agency, convey ideology, and
influence audiences through linguistic features and sociopolitical contexts.
It is concluded that political figures employ language strategically, using
pronouns, modality, hedging, and nominalization to convey authority,
shape identity, and maintain legitimacy, while also influencing public
opinion and navigating cultural norms. This highlights both the power and

ethical implications of discourse in Arabic political media.
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