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Abstract

The phenomenon of involving children in armed conflicts constitutes one
of the most prominent serious violations facing international humanitarian
law, as it entails a double attack targeting the child as a being in need of
special protection. At the same time, it exposes him to slipping into combat
roles that may involve committing criminal acts. This phenomenon
intersects with complex legal issues related to the nature of international
criminal responsibility and the possibility of its application to those who

have not yet reached the legal age of full criminal accountability.

The treatment begins with defining the legal concept of a child combatant,
based on international and national texts, while distinguishing between the
status of the child as a mere participant in the conflict, and his status as
a victim who has been forcibly recruited or exploited within armed groups.
The motives for participation vary between those related to coercion or
need, and those that arise from ideological or familial mobilization in
environments where security is absent and state institutions are eroding.
The features of this problem become more evident when considering the
different types of armed conflicts, whether international, internal, or
internationalized in nature, and the legal consequences that each entails
that affect the protection enjoyed by children according to customary and

treaty rules.

Children's participation in armed conflicts takes many forms, not limited to
carrying weapons and direct confrontation, but also includes logistical and
intelligence work, and unconventional roles in light of the development of
warfare patterns, including digital or cyber participation. The legitimacy of
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these roles is measured by precise legal standards such as the principle
of distinction, the principle of protection, the need to observe
proportionality, and military necessity. These standards may lose their
effectiveness when the actor himself is unable to distinguish or understand

the consequences of his actions.

It is evident from this treatment that the child combatant cannot be viewed
from a single angle. He is both a victim of a war environment devoid of
humanity and a potential perpetrator of crimes that may amount to
international gravity. In the face of this complexity, the need to build a
dual legal model based on a balance between moral accountability and
humanitarian protection emerges. It takes into account the child's age,
level of awareness, and the circumstances of his or her participation,
ensuring context—sensitive justice that restores respect for human rights

principles without compromising accountability and deterrence.
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