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Abstract

Administrative decentralization in Iraq is considered one of the
important concepts that is relied on by the state to achieve its goals. The
adoption of this concept by the state and the preparation for achieving all
its requirements to make it a success doesn't mean, by any means, to
exclude or to abandon the administrative decentralization method as it
represents, in fact, the backbone of the state and there are national public
interests that aren't preferred to be administered by decentralization
authorities. Therefore; the state seeks to find an equation through which
the state can achieve balance among the different specialization assumed
by local bodies and those should be carried out by the administrative

central authority.

No doubt, the administrative decentralization system in Iraq has
been influenced by several historical, political, economic, social and
geographic factors. Since the above mentioned system is a newly
established one compared to administrative decentralization system, there
have been some who called for applying it because of its many
advantages, while others have concentrated on its imperfections and
considered it a useless system. And as a result of the conditions
experienced by Iraq following its occupation in 2003 and the change that
resulted from the constitutional and legal alteration and the issuance of
the act of state administration for the transitional period in 2004, the CPA
order No. 71 in 2004 followed by the constitution of the Republic of Iraq
in 2005 and the law of governorates not organized in a province No. 21 in
2008 modified, the governorates have been given wider competences

practiced by elected local councils.

The essence of this trend has been stated by the article (45) of the

valid act of the governorates not organized in a province. There have been

A



many failures in application and mal-administration which might
attributed to several obstacles that have hindered the application of

decentralization in Iraq.

In the light of the foregoing, we've dealt with the topic entitled
(The effectiveness of administrative decentralization in Iraq) by dividing
the thesis into two chapters; the first of which has included "The concept
of administrative decentralization and application requirements" while

chapter two has dealt with administrative decentralization in Iraq.
The study was concluded as follows:

The effectiveness of administrative decentralization in Iraq didn't
rise to the required level and didn't full filed its objectives in promoting
services for different reasons under the many legislations that have been
developed to consolidate this principle. Thus; all efforts are needed to
reach the best application of this experiment, besides, the relationship of
the central government with local governments in accordance with the
valid Iraqi constitution is coordinative and the Iraqi legislator hasn't

subdued local bodies to the central government control per it real concept.

The most important recommendations are represented in activating
a larger role for the supreme board in coordination among governorates,
obliging the ministries involved in article (45) of the valid act of
governorates to complete transference of jobs, directorates and
competences as well as activating the central government role through
modifying article (122/fifth) of valid Iraq constitution in 2005 and article
(Second/Third) of valid law of governorates No. 21 in 2008 modified. Of
governorates No. 21 in 2008 modified.
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