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between any of the groups, with the exception of groups immediately after
bleaching. Conclusion: Acid etching before bleaching produced better color
change in both the chemical and laser assisted bleaching. In chemical bleaching,
surface roughness was higher when acid etching was used, and this also applies
for laser bleaching technique. In general, laser assisted bleaching produced less
surface roughness than chemical bleaching. Acid etching of enamel followed by
chemical or laser assisted bleaching resulted in significant microhardness
reduction with no effect of etching time (° or )+ sec.). Storage of samples in
artificial saliva for © days after bleaching increased the microhardness but wasn't
able to restore them to the levels before acid etching and bleaching. As a clinical
implication, and for cases requiring enamel etching before bleaching, five

seconds etching time may be preferred over ten seconds.
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