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Abstract

Abstract

Literary criticism was interested in what goes beyond the molds of
speech, its forms and images, with the basic tools by which the critic
judges and through which he can appreciate a literary work, judge it as
good or bad, and interpret it in a way that reveals its secrets and
implications. Literary criticism flourished no less than poetry in the Arab
arena, so it followed the tongue of the people of eloquence from the stage
of oral communication to the stage of documentation. It began in the pre-
Islamic era, based on taste and instinct, which is affected by what it hears
of sayings, so judgments are issued on them without justification. It
continued thus until the beginning of the second century AH, in which
criticism moved towards establishing scientific foundations for judgment.
This is why literary criticism was initially related to taste and issuing
ready-made impressionistic judgments, but it soon turned into a study
based on standards. Because talking about the method requires following
a reference that frames it and a background that forms a support for
building its major features, this is why the methods that approached
literary texts multiplied. Among these critical methods is what came in
our study: (Types of literary criticism in ancient Arabic discourse until
the fifth century AH).

Which was based on several critical approaches, each of which has its
own style in study and analysis, and its divisions came as follows:
Introduction: To know the study’s vocabulary and its determinants, then it
was followed by three chapters, each of which included three topics. The
first chapter was subjective criticism (innate criticism, psychological
criticism, philosophical criticism), which 1s criticism based on a
subjective basis in evaluation and the closest was based on psychological
dimensions in analysis, and thus its judgments were instantaneous and not

fixed. The second chapter is methodological criticism (religious criticism,
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Integrative criticism, image criticism). These currencies were based on a
special approach in critical analysis, which makes them an important
addition to the ancient critical heritage, as we explained their
mechanisms, tools, and method of criticism and analysis in them, how
they were. As for the third chapter, social criticism (environmental
criticism, official criticism, other currencies), as is clear from its name, it
is a reflection of the environment and criticism, how it was in these
centuries, because the environment is the main axis in criticism and
poetry in these currencies. As for the latter, it is an appendix to the
previous currencies because it is a group of currencies that do not depend
on a specific mechanism or method of criticism, but rather each criticism
differed from the other, in addition to the fact that it did not have a
specific book or was a theory for a specific critic. It came scattered here
and there in the books of ancient Arabic criticism..and was followed by a
conclusion that represents the most important results and
recommendations that this study reached and achieved its goals. After
that came a list of sources and references, which is the library that we
referred to to enrich and correct this study, and it was diversified

according to what serves the research and achieves its goal.
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