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Abstract

This research¢ entitled "Imam Al-Isnawi’s Critiques of Imams Al-Rafi’i
and Al-Nawawi in His Book: Jawahir al-Bahrayn fi Tanaqud al-Habrayn
(From the Book of Hajj to the End of the Book of Sacrifices): An Applied
Fundamental (Usuli) Study«" is primarily a foundational (Usuli) study. It
falls under one of the most meticulous disciplines of this science: the
extraction of fundamental principles from substantive legal branches
(Takhrij al-Usul min al-Furu')< specifically within the Shafi'i school of

jurisprudence.

The significance of this research lies in its endeavor to connect the dispersed
jurisprudential issues within the chapters of Hajj and Sacrifices (Dahaya) to
the foundational Usuli roots from which they emerged. The methodology of
this study is predicated on analyzing the critiques leveled by Imam Al-Isnawi
against Imams Al-Rafi’i and Al-Nawawi in the two most prominent texts of
the Shafi'i school—Al-Sharh al-Kabir and Al-Rawdah—wherein Al-Isnawi

alleged the presence of contradictions in their statements.

The fundamental (Usuli) character of this work lies in moving beyond the
mere recitation of scholarly opinions to deeply probe the underlying
theoretical frameworks of these legal branches. This is achieved by
uncovering the evidences< maxims¢ and underlying causes ('Z/al) relied upon
by the two eminent scholars to establish a holistic legal foundation.
Consequently« the primary objective of this study is to employ Usuli tools—
such as universal legal maxims (Al-Qawa'id al-Kulliyya)¢ methods of
identifying effective causes (Masalik al-'llla)< and textual implications

(Dalalat)—to dispel the illusion of contradiction raised by Al-Isnawi.



This is accomplished by demonstrating that this contradiction is merely
superficial and vanishes when each text is reread within its proper context«
and when each branch is definitively traced back to its specific foundational
root. Ultimately« this study highlights the robust internal consistency of the
deductive methodology employed by Imams Al-Rafi’i and Al-Nawawi¢
while simultaneously serving the science of Usul al-Figh by providing
practical¢ real-world applications drawn from the foundational source texts

of the school.
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