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Abstract

This study seeks to analyse how the achievement of sustainable peace
contributes to re-establishing Iraq's national identity in light of the political,
sectarian, and ethnic conflicts that have weakened national loyalty and reinforced
sub-identities at the expense of a collective identity. The significance of the study
stems from its focus on a pivotal issue affecting the present and future of Iraqi
society, where sustainable peace constitutes a fundamental pillar for overcoming
divisions and building a national project based on justice and citizenship.

The study aims to uncover the relationship between sustainable peace
indicators, namely political, economic, social, and cultural, and the level of
awareness of national identity by testing main and sub-hypotheses that promoting
social justice, political participation, and rebuilding trust in institutions are crucial
factors in strengthening national belonging.

The study adopts the descriptive-analytical method supported by the historical
and comparative approaches, as well as the social survey methods, to explain the
phenomenon in its real context. Several research tools were also used, including
simple observation, interviews, and a questionnaire, which served as the primary
tool in collecting data. The study population was identified in the city of Mosul, from
which a random sample of 200 respondents from various social groups was selected
to ensure comprehensive representation.

The data were analysed using a set of statistical techniques, most notably:
percentages, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, and Spearman's correlation
coefficient, in addition to the t-test. These tools enabled the verification of
hypotheses and the extraction of scientific inferences. The results revealed that the
political instability and weak trust in official institutions constitute the most
prominent obstacles to strengthening national identity, whereas political
participation, social justice, and equal opportunities emerged as key factors in
rebuilding national loyalty. The findings also showed that social coexistence and
cultural and religious diversity, along with the pivotal role of education and
moderate religious discourse, serve as supportive elements in reinforcing national
identity.

The study concludes that building sustainable peace in Iraq requires
institutional and legislative reforms, equitable economic and social development,
and an inclusive national discourse that rejects exclusion and discrimination,
alongside empowering the role of civil society to promote the culture of citizenship
and peace.

Keywords: sustainable peace, national identity, Iraq.
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