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Abstract

This study addresses the topic of 'fitna" (strife/discord) in the narrations
of Imam al-Tabari (d. ¥). AH/aYY CE) during the second and third
centuries AH, relying on his book "Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk" (History of
the Prophets and Kings) as a primary source that documented the
transformations of the Islamic state during its most critical stages. The study
seeks to trace the semantic development of the term fitna and how al-Tabari
employed his jurisprudential and hadith—based intellect in formulating his
historical narrations. The research scope is divided into an introduction and
three chapters. The introduction reviews al-Tabari's biography and describes
his book "Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk." The first chapter addresses the fitha
in the late Umayyad period, such as the fitha of Yazid ibn al-Muhallab, the
fitna of al-Harith ibn Surayj, the fitha within the Umayyad family, the Battle
of the Zab, and the end of Umayyad rule. The second chapter addresses
the fitna in the early Abbasid era, such as the fitha of al-Muqganna' al-
Khurasani, the fitna between al-Amin and al-Ma'mun, the fitha of Ibn
Tabataba al-Alawi, and the Mihna (the ordeal) of the createdness of the
Qur'an. The third chapter addresses the fitha in the later Abbasid era, such
as the fitna of the assassination of Caliph al-Mutawakkil and the fitna
between the soldiers of Baghdad and the companions of Muhammad ibn
Abdullah ibn Tahir and the Zanj Rebellion and the Khalanji Rebellion in

Egypt

The study concluded that al-Tabari's narratives were distinguished by a
superior ability to link political dimensions with social and economic motives,
emphasizing that al-Tabari's approach of presenting multiple narratives
without sometimes favoring one over the other was a scientific method that
allowed for a critical reading of those disturbances that affected the stability

of the state and contributed to shaping its subsequent historical course.
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