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ABSTRACT

Armed conflicts have destruction and tragedies for individuals and properties,
especially antiquities which had a historical moral values for humanity and as a whole.
This conflicts led to a violation of the rules of the International Humanitarian and Cultural
Law. This Law has established rules and judgments for the protection of these antiquities
to prevent parties from targeting them during armed conflicts. These efforts had been
represented through many approved agreements such as Geneva's 1949 Conventions in
addition to the annexed two protocols as well as Hague convention in 1954 with its
additional protocol followed by its second one in 1999, which all provided three kinds of
protection. The first, general protection that regards antiquities as a part of civil property;
therefore, it is included under protection as they are civil land marks. While the second
protection came to achieve a great deal of protection which was granted to a limited
number of antiquity caches allocated for stable and transported antiquities of a great
importance. As for the third kind, the enhanced protection that was achieved by the second
protocol to provide a great deal of protection for a group of antiquities of the most great of
importance for humanity as a whole, and has a complete immunity against any military
attack within certain conditions during international and non- international armed
conflicts, and the case of partial or total occupation. International governmental and non-
governmental organizations had played an important role in protecting antiquities by
means of decisions they issue to remind conflicting parties with their commitment to
respect the safety of antiquities during and after the conflict in addition to the redelivering
antiquities to their original places and the prosecution of criminals who have committed
violations concerning antiquities The violation of the protection of antiquities rules
protection results in the international responsibility from which the civil liability of the
states that violated the antiquities, and individual criminal responsibility of individuals are
established. The civil responsibility represented by firstly the typical way, this means by
redelivering the antiquities and making everything as it was before, or secondly by
financial compensation and settlement deal. The violations committed by the American
occupation of Iraq antiquities represent a form of civil responsibility , as far the individual
criminal responsibility approved by the second protocol of 1999. The violations of the
terrorists entity ISIS of Iraq archeological sites represented a form of individual
responsibility, which the Iraqi national judiciary is responsible in particular for punishing,
since Iraq is not a member of Rome Statue of the International Court. The adherence to the
rules of international humanitarian law regarding the protection of antiquities remains the

best way to preserve them from violence.
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