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Abstract

This study is an attempt to investigate the mechanisms of code-switching in
the Neo-Aramaic language — the dialect of Qaraqosh in specific — from a socio-
cognitive perspective. The study originates from the problem of change that is
constantly occurring in Neo-Aramaic, which affects its identity as one of the most
ancient languages ever existed. Therefore, it is hypothesized that code-switching
is the first step to language change and that the social and cognitive factors
cooperate in certain ways to affect code-switching production. Numerous
questions are asked, such as “does code-switching have certain functions in Neo-
Aramaic?” and “do certain types of code-switching lead to more change?” In this
sense, the aim is to understand the cognitive and social nature of code-switching
that leads to language change. Concerning data collection, two methods are used;
namely, semi-structured interviews and recording spontaneous conversations.
The data samples include 65 native speakers of Neo-Aramaic through
approximately 20 hours of recorded speech. The data are analyzed qualitatively
and quantitatively according to the adopted model of analysis. Since there is no
ready-made model that includes the different mechanisms of code-switching, it
is found better to modify Giesbers (1989) model of code-switching with the
conceptualization of the term ‘mechanism’ to include intentional and non-
intentional mechanisms of code-switching. The intentional mechanisms include
using code-switching purposefully and functionally as in Auer’s (1995)
conversation analysis. Non-intentional mechanisms are realized through
triggering (Clyne, 1967;2003) and entrenchment (Backus, 2005). The study
arrives at various significant conclusions; among those, code-switching is
predominantly an unconscious process. This unconscious switching, mainly
driven by entrenchment, is leading to a gradual language-induced change. In
addition, code-switching is affected by the variable of ‘age’, making the younger

speakers code-switch far more frequently than the older speakers. The necessity



of teaching Neo-Aramaic in schools is one among many other recommendations

and suggestions that this study ends up with.
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