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Abstract

The importance of tackling (Sivas) City is due to the fact that it is
the second capital of Seljugs, after the firstone (Konya). Sivas occupies a
remarkable geographical location on which the major empires were
competing to control, regarding it as the gate for east. Byzantines dealt
with making it as a garrison for their territories. The city importance
appears clear especially after the Muslims conquered Anatolia under the
leadership of the most famous leader “Suleiman ibnQutulmish” (467
A.H./ 1075 A.D.).

The title of the thesis is “Sivas City during the Era of Seljugs:
civilizational and Political Study (471-708 A.H. / 1077-1308 A.D.). the
encouraging reasonbehind choosing this subject is that it is a novel one
and hasn’t been tackled by the previous university studies yet, especially
concerning Sivas city at the Seljugs’ reign and the Turkish emirates
established at Anatolia. During the Seljuq sultans’rule on Anatolia, Sivas
city witnessed historical and civilizational important events Regarding it
as a remarkable city which is not less important than any major Islamic
ones (like the cities of Damascus, Cairo, Kairouan, and Fustat).

The study is made up of an introduction, three chapters, and conclusions
in addition to several appendixes.

In the introduction, ithas been tackled the city naming, its
geographical location, and its climate as well as the historical view of the
city starting from Hittites, to Seljugs who appeared at the stage of
political events, and to the establishment of Romish Seljugs state at
Anatolia. The role of Sivas hasn’t been neglected during the battle of
(Malaz Kurd) by which the first Turkish emirate establishment resulted
after Muslims could conquered Anatolia and ruled by theDanshmalds. In
this respect, it has been stated the role of Noor El-DeenMahmood to his
state(i.e. Anatolia) after he gave helpto the Danshmalds when Seljugs
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made an attack to control their properties in Sivas emirate. At last, it has
been occupied all the territories of Anatolia after defeating the Turkish
emirates.

The first chapter entitled “Most Important Political Events in
Sivas City During the Rule of Seljugs” starts from dividing the
properties of QaleechArsalan on his sons before his death. Then, it
tackles the main struggles made in between the brothers to control the
rule. It has been also dealt with the Targal shah’s blockade to his nephew
(from his brother)Sultan Kikaws in Sivas City and the related aftermaths.
Here, we also tackle the main external achievements ofSultan Kikawslike
conquering the port of Sinop because of its importance towards Sivas city
in particular and Anatolia in general. The study comprises the emergence
of mogul at the stage of events and the Seljuq - Mongolian relationships.
To add, it has been stated the cooperation between Ayyobyeens and
Seljugs to defeat Sultan Jalal El-DeenMankoobrti and the most important
religious movements which influences in this or that way on Sivas city as
well as the major events like the battle of Koosa Dag which happened
between Seljugs and Mogulsresulted in the fall of Sivas to be ruled by
Moguls. Finally, it hasn’t been neglected to talk about the last ruler of
Seljugs on the Sivas and how the Artanas rule it.

As for the second chapter which is entitled “The Economic Life of
Sivas City During the Rule of Seljuqs”, it submits a review of the major
economic activities including trade that has been preceded to other
economic aspects regarding it as a purelycommercial city. It has been also
shown the efforts of Seljuq Sultans in improving trade in the city, in
addition to the trade roads and khans along the trade caravans. It’s been
talked about the external trade and the trading agreements made by
Sultans with the neighboring states in order to improve trade, in addition

to the internal trade and its principles like seasonal and daily markets.
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The study, in this respect, doesn’t neglect agriculture and the main

agricultural crops which are planted in Sivas City as well as the animal
resources and the most important animals in which they are bred. Industry
hasn’t been also skipped in Sivas City; the major active industries have
been stated which are various and numerous. Moreover, the most
important exports, imports and taxes have been mentioned. The chapter is
ended with the coin minted there during the Seljugs’ reign, and its
unstable value during the domination of mogul on Sivas City. To add, it
has been talked aboutland tax and head tax because the state of Romish
Seljugs is Islamic state ruling under the name of Islam, so it should
impose the land tax and head tax on its subjects of non-muslims.

As for the third chapter which is entitled “The Social Life in Sivas
City”, it 1s made up of two sections. The first one is about the
demographic composition of Sivas City, i.e. the componential people who
lived in the city. Byzantines are the original city citizens whereas
Armenians represent the second component who immigratedto Sivas after
campaigns made by muslims on their lands. For this reason, their prince
‘Sankreem’ worked on substitute his lands with the byzantine emperor for
living in Sivas City. Turkmen andTurkish people are the other component
belonging to the population of this city after the battle of ‘Malathkar’.
Persians also immigrated to Sivas after the Seljugs’ conquest of Anatolia.
In addition, other origins of people like Bulgarians, Geneva, and Jews
immigrated to this city without verified information about the
circumstances of their migrationto Sivas. The main reason behind
choosing this city is to work in trade. In this section, it hasn’t been
neglected to talk about language, literature, educational curricula, and
teaching staff in the schools as well as to mention the major scholars of
Sivas City and the immigrant scholars who came there either to learn

from its own scholars or to escape from the moguls’ invasion to their
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countries. Here also, it has been talked about those who were‘bully’,

known as ‘Al-Fityan Al-Akhiyya’ in Anatolia.The second section is about
“Architecture in Sivas”. Here, it has been tackled the city walls, the castle
of Sivas, the great mosque, and the schools established during the
Seljugs’Era. To add, it has been talked about ‘Bimaristan’ (i.e. hospital)
established by ‘Sultan Ezz El-DeenKikaws’ which is regarded as the
greatest one not only in Sivas but also in all cities of Anatolia.

The study has been ended with a brief conclusion involved the
main results that Sivas City witnessed at the both historical and
civilizational levels, in addition to the most important principles needed
for the topic of this study.

There is no doubt that this study has no difficulties and obstacles,
in which the researcher faced during her writing it, like shortage of
Arabic written resources about Sivas in addition to the very shortage of
resources about the Romish Seljugs in general in order to submit an
obvious landscape on the political and social life. As for adopting the
Turkish resources and researches written on Sivas City, Turkish
researchers try to highlight its role. Hence, the researcher of this study
makes a comparison among those event and others that are found whether
in Arabic or Persian, especially the historians of that period of time. The
shortage of references has been compensated by making contacts with the
interested researcher in Turkey and its universities so that the researcher
can get more resources, theses, and journals which cost much of effort
and money in order to make use of them in the study.

Review of the major resources and references:

The subject of study requires adopting a number of important
references to enrich the research with valuable information in addition to
a number of Turkish and Persian resources which tackle the history of

Sivas City in particular and the history of Anatolia in general.
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