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ABSTRACT

This study addresses the important topic of "Reprisals in Light of the
Rules of International Humanitarian Law," particularly in light of the
recurring armed conflicts the world is witnessing. The importance of this
topic lies in its discussion of a sensitive issue: when are reprisals
legitimate and when do they devolve into acts that violate international
law, particularly when they target civilians or civilian facilities.

The primary objective of the study is to clarify the difference between
legitimate self-defense, recognized by international law, and reprisals that
states may employ under the pretext of responding to previous attacks.
The study focuses on determining whether these acts are truly consistent
with the rules of international humanitarian law, or whether they are
merely punitive measures devoid of legal basis.

The problem of the study revolves around the contradiction between the
general rule prohibiting the use or threat of force and the exception
permitting self-defense. Is it permissible for states to employ reprisals and
consider them part of this self-defense? This is the fundamental question
that the study seeks to answer. Through an analysis of legal texts and
international agreements, the researcher concluded that most of these acts
do not meet the conditions of legitimate defense stipulated in the UN
Charter and often constitute a violation of international humanitarian law.
The study also emphasized the need to protect civilians and reject the use
of force under the guise of retaliation, given its grave humanitarian
consequences.
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