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Abstract

This study is based on an introduction, a preface, three chapters,
and a conclusion that summarizes the key findings of the research. The
preface consists of two main sections: the first section addresses the
introductory framework of prefaces in rhetorical texts, explaining their
concept, origin, and significance in text construction. It also discusses the
types of prefaces and their role in authorship, highlighting their
fundamental elements such as the basmala (invocation of God's name) ,
hamdala (praise of God) , naming, testimony, and others. The second
section explores the concept of stylistics, its emergence, and its impact on
guiding the reader toward a deeper understanding of texts.

The first chapter examines the phonetic level, beginning with an
introduction followed by four sections. The first section analyzes the
structure of antithesis and contrast style, while the second focuses on the
structure of phonetic homogeneity style. The third section studies the
structure of rhyme style, and the fourth is dedicated to the structure of
repetition style.

The second chapter investigates the syntactic level, also with an
introduction and four sections. The first section examines the structure of
declarative and interrogative styles, while the second is devoted to the
structure of fronting and postponement styles. The third section analyzes
the structure of restriction style, and the fourth explores the structure of
conjunction and disjunction styles.

The third chapter delves into the semantic level, with an
introduction and three sections. The first section studies the structure of
analogy style, while the second focuses on the structure of adjacency
style. The third section examines the structure of metaphorical style.

As with any research, this study encountered numerous challenges,
the most significant of which was the scarcity of previous studies that
addressed the prefaces of rhetorical works as an independent subject.
Despite the extensive effort to compile the prefaces of rhetorical works, it
was impossible to encompass all rhetorical texts from the fifth to the
eighth Hijri centuries due to the loss of some sources or the
inaccessibility of their original manuscripts. This makes the present study
a foundational step upon which future research can build to cover the
missing aspects. Another difficulty faced during the analysis was that the
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prefaces of rhetorical works do not lend themselves easily to
interpretation.

The study adopted the analytical stylistic approach, analyzing the
prefaces of rhetorical works according to their phonetic, syntactic, and
semantic levels. It also benefited from modern studies in text and
discourse analysis, employing comparisons between the prefaces of
authors across different historical periods to reveal stylistic developments
in this field.
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