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Abstract

The current study investigates the effectiveness of concept-based
instruction on teaching selected speech acts as well as developing pragmatic
proficiency in Iragi EFL learners. The sample of the study has been selected
from third year students, Department of English, College of Education for
Humanities / University of Mosul for the academic year 2017-2018. The study
applies Galperin’'s (1978) model of concept-based instruction to teach
speech acts of face-threatening nature, namely; criticism, disagreeing,
apology, refusal, warning and order through a course in conversation.
Moreover, the study applies the same model to teaching findings of
conversation analysis and socio-cultural norms of interaction as a means of
promoting pragmatic proficiency. The socio-cultural norms of interaction
which are accounted for are openings, adjacency pairs, initiating a topic,

turn-taking, closing a topic and proper leave taking.

In order to achieve the aims of the study, the following hypotheses

have been posed:

1. There is a statistically significant difference in the mean scores of
the discourse completion test and the role-play test between the
experimental concept-based oriented group and the Audio-lingual
oriented group in proper use of speech acts of criticism, disagreeing

apology, refusal, warning and order in favor of the CBI oriented
group.
2. There is a statistically significant difference between the mean

scores of the pre-role-play test and the post-role-play test of the

concept-based oriented group in applying and using the socio-



cultural norms of interaction; namely: openings, adjacency pairs,

initiating a topic, closing a topic and proper leave-taking.

3. Concept-based instruction will help the students be significantly
aware of the concepts of pragmatics, pragmatic competence,
speech acts, culture, context conversation, conversation analysis
and socio-cultural norms of interaction. And will help the students
develop deep conceptualization of the above stated concepts and
apply them properly in their learning of English and within

conversations.

The research deploys discourse completion tests and role-play tests to
elucidate data for statistical treatment. The study adopts Hudson et.al's
(1995) model to evaluate students’ performance for the discourse completion
and role-play tests. The model has been slightly modified in order to suit the
research questions. As for the socio-cultural norms of interaction, role-play
tests have been used to assess students’ performance. The researcher has
constructed a model to evaluate student’s performance wh. The two-groups
experimental design is employed and T test for two independent and
dependent groups is applied in statistical treatments. The results provided
evidence of the efficiency of CBI and the posed hypotheses have been
approved. Finally, it is noticed that the students have become significantly
aware of the concepts under study and the related concepts. The students
have developed deep conceptualization of these concepts and have applied

them properly in their learning of English and within conversations.
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