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Abstract

This thesis, entitled (Mahjar Poetry — A Study in Ecocriticism), examines
selected works of Mahjar poetry through the lens of ecocriticism. Mahjar poetry is
known to have been written by poets who left their Arab homelands and settled in
new Western environments. Naturally, this shift between two different
environments is reflected in the poets’ works in various ways, influenced by each
poet’s perspective, psyche, and circumstances in the new setting.

Ecocriticism, as a critical approach, explores the presence of environmental
awareness, its issues, and the nature of its representation in literary texts. It is
within this framework that the study analyzes the poetry of three major Mahjar
poets: Gibran Khalil Gibran, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy. The research
focuses on the manifestations of environmental consciousness in their poetry, as
well as their spatial and temporal vision. It also addresses the poets’ reactions—
positive or negative—towards the environment as expressed in their work.

Additionally, the study explores the theme of alienation, viewed as an
environmental issue in itself, and identifies two dimensions of alienation in Mahjar
poetry: national alienation and creative alienation.

The study concludes with several findings, most notably the variance among
the three poets in their approaches to environmental issues and their stances
towards them, ranging from rejection to acceptance and moderation. It also
highlights differences in their use of environmental lexicon and natural imagery.
One of the key outcomes is that all three poets were deeply influenced by their
environments, which enriched their poetic diction and made frequent use of natural
elements as symbolic tools. Furthermore, the environment played a significant role
in generating both national and creative forms of alienation in these poets, with
varying degrees of influence for each.
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