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Abstract

Chambers of Commerce are among the most important bodies
contributing to the organization and development of economic and
commercial activities in various countries. Chambers of Commerce play a
pivotal role in representing the interests of merchants and companies
before government authorities, providing advisory and regulatory services,
and settling commercial disputes. The importance of chambers of
commerce stems from their ability to create an organized and effective
commercial environment. They act as a link between the public and private
sectors, contributing to activating cooperation between them to achieve

economic development.

Baghdad witnessed the establishment of the first chamber of
commerce following the issuance of the Ottoman Chambers of Commerce
System. With the establishment of the modern Iraqgi state in 1921, this
trend was enshrined in the issuance of Chambers of Commerce Law No.
(40) of 1926. A number of laws regulating the work of chambers of
commerce were subsequently issued. In 1969, the General Federation of
Chambers of Commerce was established as its central umbrella. This was
followed by subsequent legislation, most notably Law No. (43) of 1989,
which represented a qualitative shift in enhancing the independence of
chambers of commerce and the General Federation. Law No. (43) of 1989
entrusted the Federation with the task of identifying and forming chambers
of commerce by a decision issued by the Federation Council. It also
granted the Federation the authority to oversee the registration of trade

names. Jurisprudence differs regarding the definition of chambers of
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commerce. Some consider them public institutions concerned with

regulating the affairs of merchants and linked to the relevant ministry,
while another view considers them professional economic organizations
with financial and administrative independence. Iraqi law has settled this
dispute by considering chambers of commerce as professional economic
organizations with a legal personality, financially and administratively

independent.

The Chamber of Commerce consists of a general assembly
comprising all merchants registered in the commercial registry who have
paid their annual subscription fees, and a board of directors, the highest
authority. It consists of members elected by the general assembly who
have met the membership requirements, from whom a chairman and vice
chairman are chosen. The Council is responsible for several
responsibilities, most notably: approving the annual budget and programs,
proposing amendments to the bylaws, investing the Chamber's funds,
accepting donations, forming committees, and awarding bonuses, as well
as representing the Chamber before the relevant authorities. The
administrative structure includes the Chamber Director, who is appointed
by a decision of the Board of Directors and works under the supervision
of the Federation Council. It also includes several departments, such as
Registration and Guarantees, Studies and Commercial Services,
Administration and Finance, Auditing, and the Secretariat Office. The
Board of Directors also forms specialized committees as needed, most

notably: the Economic Affairs Committee, the Arbitration and Price Listing
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Committee, the Registration and Guarantees Committee, and the Member

Disciplinary Committee.

Under Iragi Commercial Law, Chambers of Commerce are
responsible for reserving trade names and ensuring their distinctiveness
and non-resemblance to other registered names. This is to protect the
rights of merchants and regulate commercial transactions. Through their
president, who serves as the Trade Name Registrar, the Chambers also
oversee registration procedures and the entry of the name into the

Commercial Register in accordance with legal regulations.

Thus, the Chambers of Commerce are the body responsible for
managing and organizing the commercial register in practice, combining
their administrative role in documenting and protecting trade names with
their supervisory role in ensuring that the registration process is
consistent with the provisions of the law, making them an essential link in

organizing the commercial environment in Iraq.
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