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Abstract

Britain's relations and interests in the Arabian Gulf date back to the
early seventeenth century. In the 19th century, the Arabian Gulf gradually
became a British area of influence, especially since the protection treaties
with the sheikhs and princes of the Persian Gulf. Britain's main interest in
the Persian Gulf in that period was that it served as a line of defense on the
west side of the most important British colonies, India, until the end of the
British colonial presence in India in 1947. But the British interest in the
Gulf region did not decline after 1947, but increased more than before
because of the oil factor and access to the interests of the British important
oil concessions in Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar and the UAE coast of Oman (the
United Arab Emirates currently) and Oman. In addition, the strategic
importance of the region has not diminished for two reasons: first, the
location close to the Soviet Union and its importance in the years of the Cold
War, Second, the importance of oil interests is not limited to economic
gains. The oil of the region has gained strategic importance for the Western
alliance in the light of Western countries' dependence on the region's oil.
This explains why Britain and its ally the United States are trying to thwart
the nationalization of oil in Iran. during the government of Dr. Mossadeq on
19 August 1953.

The goal of British policy between 1953 and 1968 was to preserve its
interests, and Western interests in general, in the region by maintaining the
status quo, but that was not easy. The Gulf region and the Middle East
witnessed many developments that worried Britain and threatened it directly
for their position and interests in the Arabian Gulf. The most prominent of
these developments was the decline of Britain's power in the Middle East
after the failure of the tripartite aggression against Egypt in late 1956, ,
Especially Nasserite thought, as well as the growth of political awareness
among the peoples of the region, the emergence of political opposition
movements (Bahrain as a model), armed opposition movements (such as the
Green Mountain Movement, 1957-1959) and the Dhofar movement since
1965 in Oman. As well as attempts by the League of Arab States in the early
sixties to extend its activity to the Omani coast to break the isolation and
backwardness imposed by Britain. On the other hand there were border
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problems and claims of sovereignty, such as the Buraimi problem, the crisis
between Iraq and Kuwait in 1961, and Iranian claims to sovereignty over
Bahrain and the three Arab islands (Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu
Musa). And the Issues affecting British policy in the Arabian Gulf.

Britain has dealt with the aforementioned developments in various
ways to preserve its political, economic and strategic interests in the region.
However, the domestic conditions in Britain, especially the economic ones,
and the changes in military strategy due to the great development of the
weapons industry, especially the long-range missiles, as well as the anti-
peoples forms of colonial domination, made the British Labor government
decide to reduce its military and political overseas commitments, and then
decided to withdraw from the Arabian Gulf on January 16, 1968
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