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Abstract

In the context of burgeoning globalisation and modernisation,
language is not only the tool of communication used by human beings,
but also the carrier of culture. Learning a foreign language goes well
beyond the mere task of assembling lexical items in grammatically
accurate sentences. It rather involves learning to communicate with others
in the sense that language and communication necessitate engagement
with culture. As such, language and culture are said to have an
interdependent relationship, and for the purpose of raising students’
cultural awareness, the process of Teaching English as a Foreign
Language should imply teaching the various cultural aspects connected to
the language; not just its grammar and vocabulary items.

Regarding the need to investigate the role of teachers in developing
students’ cultural awareness in the different contexts of foreign language
teaching, the current study endeavours to carry out a comparison between
teachers’ role in the College of Arts, College of Education and College of
Basic Education in developing their students’ cultural awareness. To be
more specific, it aims to investigate teachers’ conceptualisations of
culture and cultural awareness, the role of culture in teaching and learning
a foreign language, teachers’ manipulation of the various cultural aspects
in English as a Foreign Language classrooms, and the methods they
manipulate to convey such cultural aspects.

The study is designed in the light of five null hypotheses, and two
sub-hypotheses derived from each hypothesis. To prove the validity of
these hypotheses, a sample of English-as-a-Foreign-Language teachers of
conversation, reading comprehension, poetry, novel and drama at the
departments of English/ College of Arts, College of Education and

College of Basic Education/ University of Mosul has been chosen. The



sample comprised 32 teachers: 14 from College of Arts, 10 from College
of Education and 8 from College of Basic Education; 19 males and 13
females; 16 teachers of linguistics and 16 teachers of literature.

The results show that the majority of the teachers in the sample,
(namely teachers of the three colleges, male teachers and teachers of
literature), conceptualise culture as civilisation that comprises history,
geography, political and economic systems, traditions, literature, and
artistic achievements of a certain country. Also, the sample of teachers
conceptualises cultural awareness as either knowledge of one’s own
country or the target culture one. Additionally, male teachers, and
teachers of linguistics prioritise expanding the linguistic dimension over
the (inter)cultural one and teaching linguistic competence more than
intercultural competence; a point that is also emphasised by teachers of
the College of Basic Education. In the same vein, teachers of the College
of Arts and those of linguistics total manipulation of the various English
as a Foreign Language cultural aspects is higher than that of teachers of
College of Education and teachers of College of Basic Education, and
those of literature, respectively. Finally, the study reveals that teachers of
English as a Foreign Language at university level depend, in the main, on
a limited number of techniques and activities to develop their students’

cultural awareness.
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