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Abstract

The llicit proliferation of weapons poses a significant legal and security
challenge, especially in states emerging from political crises or armed conflict. It
threatens national sovereignty, societal stability, and individual safety, and is
marked by intersecting legal, social, and economic dimensions that complicate

resolution efforts.

This study explores the phenomenon from a comprehensive legal perspective. It
examines the nature and classifications of weapons, identifies domestic factors
such as weakened state authority and armed group activity, and international

factors like porous borders and global trafficking networks contributing to the issue.

The legal analysis centers on national frameworks—particularly Iraq’s Weapons
Law No. (oY) of Y.\Vv and the Kurdistan Region’s Law No. (¥) of ¥.YY—while
drawing comparisons with legislation from Arab states like Egypt, Lebanon, and
Libya. It also highlights relevant international instruments, including the Arms Trade

Treaty (ATT) and the UN Programme of Action on small arms and light weapons.

The study further addresses criminal responses to illicit arms activities on both
substantive and procedural fronts. It analyzes crimes such as illegal possession,
smuggling, and trafficking, alongside preventive and judicial measures, employing
a comparative analytical methodology supported by judicial precedents and

legislative examples.

Despite some progress in national legislation, the study finds persistent

shortcomings in legal structure and enforcement. It calls for legislative reform,



closing legal gaps, enhancing judicial oversight, and bolstering international

cooperation to effectively combat illicit arms proliferation.

The study comprises three main chapters preceded by an introduction: Chapter
One outlines the conceptual and legal foundations; Chapter Two addresses

substantive criminal provisions; and Chapter Three focuses on procedural.
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