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Abstract

The study of The Labour Movement in any Arab Conntry
is historically, socially ,economically and Vocationally
important. From the Vocational and unionist points of view, it
reveals the dimensions of economic, social and political
situation. Studying this movement in Tunisia is, therefore, an
attempt to shed light on this socio-economic aspect and its
instrumental role in revealing the economic ,social ,political and
unionist conditions.

The demand of workers for their vocational and unionist
rights led to the presentation of the national economic situation
and the ensuing of political and social dimensions . The political
situation created by the French occupation of Tunisia resulted in
an economic, social and cultural condition conforming with the
nature of that occupation with its unconstrained desire to seize
and exploit every thing for the interest of French colonization
since the beginning of occupation in 1881 till the independence
of Tunisia in 1956. The national reaction comes through the
national movement and its leadership represented by the new
and old free constitutional party after World War 1.

After World War II ,the Labour party joined the National
Tunisian Effort to fight the invaders So , defence of the
vocational and unionist rights went hand in hand with the
defence of the overall rational rights of freedom and
independence. The Labour Movement and its union , the
General Tunisian Union for Labour, formed a social trend with
national , political ,economic and cultural dimensions that
played a major role in the Tunisian national struggle for freedom
and independence, which extended to include Maghrib, Arab
and countries in many parts of the world.

This thesis falls into four chapters. Chapter One deals with
the French occupation of Tunisia and its policy and provides a
detailed account of this occupation as well as the French policy
at the administrative and economic level as well as the fields of
immigration, and the seizing of properties by the French. It
sheds light on the French colonial policy and the injustice it did




for the Tunisian people which included, among other things,
stripping the nation of its Arab- Islamic identity.

Chapter Two studies the emergence and development of the
a Tunisian Labour Movement and the attempts to establish
aspecial union for Tunisian workers other than that affiliated to
the French policy by many Tunisian national personalities in
order to defend the workers rights.

Chapter Three deals with the foundation of the General
Tunisian Labour Union (1946-1956) as for as its organizational
framework and its national , economic and social roles are
concerned .It includes a detailed account of these as well as the
unions attempts to defend the workers ,rights and seek the best
ways to improve their conditious.

Chapter Four studies the activities of the Gereral Tunisian
Labour Union (1946- 1956) at the Maghribi, Arab and
international levels. This Union backed up the labourers struggle
in Algeria and Morocco taking as a standpoint the joint workers
struggle against French colonialism and the unified Arab and
international Labour action in defending the national labour
rights.

The General Union for Labour, during 1946- 1956, was not
only a side that reflects the Labour Movement in Tunisia , but a
movement that de fends the rights of the workers and a social
current which leads the national Tunisian struggle against the
French occupation. It is also considered one of the national
bases that seeks for liberty and independence .in addition to that
the General Union for Labour and the Labour Movement in
Tunisia try to estabish a cultural university for defending not
only the workers in Maghrib ,but all the workers in the arab
countries.




