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ABSTRACT

The general principles of law are the third source in the sequence
of sources applied by an international judge when deciding on legal
disputes before it. These principles are used by the international judge as
a means of filling the gaps in the structure of the rules of general
international law. These recourse is made to the general principles of law,
in the absence of a valuable contractual text between States or the
customary rule upon which a legal dispute can be decided. These
principles can be traced back either to the general principles of law
derived from national law, which can be transferred to public
international law under specific conditions, or to be purely derived from
public international law, and the application of these principles to the
substantive and procedural aspects of the two international judges. Civil,
and criminal.

The International ,Permanent and Tribunals courts , as well as the
Special International Criminal Tribunals and the Permanent International
Criminal Court, have invoked the general principles of law for the
purpose of adjudicating legal disputes before them. However, the position
of the International and Permanent courts and their totality of views have
been reserved in relying on the general principles of law as a source of
law. When they used general principles, they used it as a means of
interpreting traditional international law and rarely replaced it. These
courts rarely ruled directly on the general principles of law. This
approach can be explained by the fact that the system of the International
and Permanent Courts of Justice has relied on the consent of States
parties and, fearing that the International Judge will become lawful, and,

unlike the International and Permanent Courts of Justice, the International
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Criminal Tribunals have clarified the methodology for ascertaining The
existence, content, and scope of the general principles of law. Many
principles have been used such as (nullum crimen nulla poena sine lege,
non bis in idem, in dubio pro reo, lex mitior and Courts must be
established by law) may depend on the presence or absence of principle

relevant to the case.
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