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Investigating Intertextuality in Modern Arabic Novels

Abstract

Asst. Prof. Ziyad Fadhil Himood Abd-Ulkareem Zaidan Abed

Intertextuality can generally be defined as the effect and presence of previous
texts in the structure of the present one; it actually shows the internal relationships
of a text with all other related ones. The present study tackles the problem that
some readers' unawareness of intertextuality results in misunderstanding and
misinterpreting a text filled with intertextual elements. The current study aims to:
investigate the phenomenon of intertextuality in three modern Arabic novels, look
at the functions of the intertextual elements employed in the three novels under
focus, and find out the most frequently used intertexual elements in the novels and
give explanations for that. To achieve these aims, the study hypothesizes that:
Firstly, intertextuality is an essential element to comprehend any text. Secondly, it
contributes to the enrichment and enhancement of the aesthetic structure of texts.
Thirdly, readers well-experienced in intertextuality and its functions are more
capable of comprehending and interpreting intertextual texts. Finally,
intertextuality is a strategy utilized by text producers to free themselves from any
restrictions such as: religious, political or societal. The data of the study has been
collected from three of Mahfouz’s novels, namely, ‘Khan al-Kahlili’ (1946),
‘Zuqaq al-Midaq’ (1947) and ‘Awlad Haritna’ (1959). As for the analysis of data,
the study has adapted Genette's model of intertextuality ( 1997), namely, explicit
and implicit intertextuality. The main findings this study has revealed are: First,
intertextuality is an essential element of textuality that is frequently used by text

producers. Second, intertextuality is a device employed by writers for different
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