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Unilateral economic sanctions have historical roots, since they are

Abstract

not as new as the collective ones that were laid after the international
organization time and the emergence of the international organizations
which have codified these sanctions according to their charters as in the
United Nations league, article 16 and the United Nations charter, article
42 which have undertaken to impose the economic sanctions collectively
on the states which breach the international law and commit acts of
threatening the international peace and security by a decision from the
organization in accordance with its charter in which all the organization
states take part within the body of this organization. This cannot be found
in the unilateral economic sanctions which are based on imposing the
economic sanctions on the target state unilaterally by a state or a certain
group of states in favor of the imposer state even if it takes the pretext of
the general good of the international group as well as keeping the
international peace and security.

Unilateral economic sanctions within the frame of the new
international law make a legal basis out of the domestic laws to the
imposer state whereby domestic laws are laid as well as executive
decisions concerning the economic sanctions on states, individuals and
parties outside their borders. Hence, this leads to a breach of the
sovereignty of the target states and an intervention in their internal and
external affairs by forcing them to enact certain laws, take certain
procedures, activate or deactivate certain activities set by the imposer
state and an obvious impact on the human rights in the target states.

The sanctions imposing states endeavor to achieve the goals that
serve their interests where they warn the target states to stop the banned
activities according to the international law and impose the economic

sanctions as a means of pressure to force them to stop the practices they
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used to do or they are just pretexts by the imposer state. Most of the
charges directed by the imposer state and the actual activities carried out
by the target state itself are about attempting to possess mass destruction
weapons, banned weapons, corruption, violating the human rights and
supporting terrorism.

USA comes on top of the states using such a type of sanctions in
addition to the European Union that has followed the USA in imposing
the unilateral economic sanctions outside the frame of the United
Nations. Iran, on the other side, comes on top of the states that underwent
such a type of sanctions due to some reasons concerning the disputes that
have arisen between Iran and USA since 1979 where the latter accused it
of supporting terrorism, in addition to the sanctions imposed because of

the Iranian nuclear program.
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