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Abstract

Between 1958 and 1968, Iraq experienced a critical phase in its political,
economic, and military development, during which British—American rivalry
became increasingly evident. Both powers sought to preserve or expand their
influence in Iraq, especially following the major political shift brought about by

the July 14, 1958 revolution.

On the political level, Britain’s traditional position declined significantly
with the fall of the monarchy, while the United States attempted to establish
new relations with the republican regime. However, Iraq’s pursuit of non-
alignment and eventual leaning toward the Soviet bloc limited Western

influence.

In the economic field, the competition focused largely on Irag’s oil
wealth. As national demands for oil nationalization and fairer profit shares
grew, the U.S. sought to penetrate the sector through American companies,
while Britain held on through the Iraq Petroleum Company. Nonetheless, both

struggled to adapt to Irag’s shifting economic direction.

In terms of military armament, Irag moved away from its reliance on
British weaponry and increasingly turned to the Soviet Union for arms supplies.
This shift marginalized both Britain and the United States in this vital sector, as
the Iragi leadership adopted a policy of military diversification and

independence.

In conclusion, the 1958—1968 period marked a transitional era in which
Britain lost much of its former influence, and the United States was unable to
secure a dominant strategic foothold. Iraq ultimately aligned more closely with

the Eastern bloc in most areas, particularly military and political affairs.



The study is divided into an introduction, a preface, three chapters, and a
conclusion. The preface examines “The Roots of British—American Interests in

Iraq, 1921-1958” as a contextual background to the main topic.

Chapter One, entitled “British—American Competition in Iraq, 1958-1963,”
consists of three sections. The first section reviews “Political Competition
between Britain and the United States in Iraq, 1958—1963,” while the second
section explains “British—American Economic Competition in Irag, 1958—1963.”
The third section addresses “British—American Competition in the Field of

Arming the lraqi Army, 1958-1963".

Chapter Two, titled “British—American Competition in Iraq, 1963—-1966,”
also comprises three sections. The first section outlines “Political Competition
between Britain and the United States in Iraq, 1963-1966,” the second
discusses “British—American Economic Competition, 1963—-1966,” and the third
section explains “British—American Competition in the Field of Arming the Iraqi

Army, 1963—-1966".

Chapter Three, entitled “British—American Competition in Iraqg, 1966—
1968,” is likewise divided into three sections. The first section explores
“Political Competition between Britain and the United States in Iraq, 1966—
1968,” while the second section addresses “British—American Economic
Competition, 1966—1968.” The third section examines “British—American

Competition in the Field of Arming the Iragi Army, 1966—1968.”
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