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Abstract

The British Royal Commission for Palestine, known as the Peel
Commission, which was dispatched in 1936 and submitted its report in July
1937, represents one of the most significant milestones in the history of the
Palestinian issue during the British Mandate period. The commission was
established in response to the Great Arab Revolt (1936—1939), which erupted
in protest against the massive wave of Jewish immigration and Britain’s
support for the Zionist project.

The commission aimed to investigate the causes of unrest in Palestine and
to propose solutions to end the conflict between Arabs and Jews. After
conducting field studies and hearing testimonies from various parties, the
commission recommended the partition of Palestine into two states — Arab
and Jewish — while keeping Jerusalem and the holy sites under direct British
administration. This recommendation constituted the first official proposal for
the partition of Palestine by an international authority.

The Arab position was one of total rejection of the partition plan,
considering it a betrayal of Arab rights in Palestine and a recognition of the
illegitimate Zionist presence imposed by force. The Arab Higher Committee,
led by Haj Amin al-Husseini, demanded the termination of the British Mandate
and the establishment of an independent and sovereign Palestinian state. In
contrast, Zionist leaders welcomed the partition proposal in principle, viewing
it as a first step toward achieving the complete “Jewish National Home.”

The Arab rejection of the commission’s report led to renewed escalation
and the continuation of the revolt until 1939, prompting Britain to issue the
White Paper of 1939, which sought to limit Jewish immigration and appease
the Arabs — albeit too late.

This historical event clearly demonstrates the divergence between Arab,
British, and Zionist positions and marks a political turning point that
contributed to establishing the concept of partition as a recurring option in
subsequent international discussions.
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