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Summary

The research aimed at identifying the level of knowledge of the
agricultural employees in the field of rural development in Nineveh
governorate in general, and in all the scopes of the research which included
the (educatiosnal, economic, social, agricultural, and health) fields, then to
find the correlation between the level of that knowledge of the agricultural
employees and each of the following independent variables (age, gender,
educational level, specialty, origin, years of service in the agricultural
departments and participation in study courses), and finally, to arrange the
fields of research according to the percentage weight of that field. The study
included all the agricultural employees in the agricultural divisions of
Nineveh Directorate of Agriculture and their number was (186) employees
from which a simple random sample was chosen of 55% (100 employees),
after excluding (30) employees that were included in the measurement of
stability of the research’s test. For the purpose of collecting research data, a
questionnaire form was prepared consisting of three parts; the first part
included a number of independent variables, and the second part included (80)
items to measure the knowledge of agricultural employees distributed over
five fields having to do with the rural development process, including each of
the (educational, economic, agricultural, social, and health) fields. Each field
comprised a number of items (10, 20, 15, 9, 26) respectively, and in front of
each item an option of (yes, no) was put, and given an evaluation of (1, 2)
respectively. Then the process of collecting data from the agricultural staff in
the Agricultural Division of the Nineveh directorate of Agriculture began, and
was statistically processed using several statistical methods including (simple
Pearson correlation coefficient, Spearman's rank correlation coefficient,
standard deviation, and (t) test. The data were analyzed using the SPSS
program, and after ensuring apparent and content reliability of the form, a

preliminary test on the form was done in addition to a measurement of the
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stability by the mid-point segmentation, and the stability factor was found to

be (0.93) after correcting it with the equation of (Spearman Brown).

The results of the study showed that the knowledge level of the
agricultural employees in the field of rural development in general was high.
The results also showed that the knowledge level of those employees in the
(educational, economic, social, agricultural and heath) fields was high. The
results also showed that there is a positive correlation between the knowledge
level of agricultural employees of the rural development process, and each of
the independent variables of (educational level, origin, participation in
previous study courses). The results also showed that there is no significant
correlation between the knowledge level of the employees and the variables

of (age, gender). The researcher recommends the following:

The state should take its role in a more positive and effective manner in
tackling rural development problems and work to help provide the necessary
loans, equipment and materials to improve agricultural production and
improve the living conditions of individuals in the rural community. The
Directorate of Agriculture in the governorate must increase the interest in
modern agriculture and send advisors, experts and farmers for training
courses outside the country to witness the world's successful experiences in
the field of modern agriculture, as well as to work on more extensive studies
in the (agricultural, human) rural development process at the level of the

governorate and the other governorates.
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